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On the Origins of Human Society

By Malik Bennabi, Published by the Open Press, London, Toronto and Kuala Lumpur, ISBN:
983-9541-01-3, Page: 144

Malik Bennabi (1905-1973) is a leading Muslim Arab scholar. He is the forerunner of a new
stage of the development of Islamic thought in the Arab world. Professor Fahmi Jadan said
that, since the time of Ibn Khaldun, Bennabi was the most prominent Arab thinker to have
concerned himself with the question of civilization. We find out two main objectives in
Bennabi’s works: 1. to acquaint a wider audience with the contribution of the 20™ century
outstanding Muslim scholarly thinking; 2. to add a new dimension to the ongoing debate on
what has come to be known as Islamization of knowledge discourse looking within both
wider historical and epistemological context. And, he is doing that very much effectively
through his significant contribution ‘On the Origins of Human Society’. This book is not only
for any specific group of people but, it is a contemporary analytical exchange of ideas for all.
The book of 144 pages was published by The Open Press, London, Toronto, Kuala Lumpur,
1998, ISBN 983-9541-01-3, and translated and annotated by Mohamed Tahir EI-Mesawi.

The present translation is based on the Arabic version of Bennabi’s Milad Mujtama, which
was first published in 1962 in Cairo. This version was itself a translation from a French
original which has never been published. In fact, the Arabic translation was made under the
supervision of the author himself.

The book is written in sixteen chapters and an affluent index. Writer tries with his outstanding
approach to a resourceful synthesis of the two extreme trends and holds a balanced position
between them. He talks about, in the introductory chapter, on basic concepts of culture and
civilization. In the second chapter, he discusses on species and society. He also discusses, in
the same chapter, on the meaning of the term ‘society’ from historical perspective. In chapter
three, he discusses on different Interpretations of historical movements. He presents a
comparative study on historical changes or movements (i.e. Georg Friedrich Hegel (1770-
1831), British historian Arnold Toynbee (John) (1889-1975) and others). At the same time, he
discusses the key points of social and historic movement from the Islamic view point. In
chapter four, he stresses on the history and social relations of mankind. He says that the
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making of history results from the interaction of three social categories—the realm of persons,
ideas and objects. These realms do not act separately from one another. In chapter five, he
specifies the origins of social relations with his noted wisdom. In the chapter six, he explains
nature of social relationship between the members of the society—from the Muslim and Non-
Muslim societal perspective noticeably. In chapter seven, he indicates the genuine social
wealth. He says that, the wealth of a society can never be measured by the quantity of
“objects” it possesses. Rather, it should be measured in terms of the “ideas” at its disposal. He
also says that, the most successful state on the path of genuine human progress was woven by
Islam during the Madinese era. In chapter eight, he finds out the social problems with its
reasons, and pointed out solutions. He says that, we have to deal with it from two
perspectives: pathological and curative. In chapter nine, the author emphasizes on the
importance of moral values. He says that, human society itself does not create the moral
values which regulate its endeavors, and it is an essential factor of a society which guides it
towards its goal. In the chapter ten, the author discusses on importance and role of religion
and social relations of its inhabitants. In chapter eleven, he shows the real existence of a
society, its formation and relations upon which it depends. He also shows that, this network is
woven according to the different views of various schools of thought. In chapter twelve to
sixteen, he comparatively discusses on the social relations and psychology, the notion of
social education, social relations network and colonialism, defense of the social relations
network and foundations of social education. Last of all, the author presents a rich index.

The Author discusses, in his book, the major stages of the history of mankind and pointed out
the solution of human society from Quranic doctrine. On the whole, he exhibits an attractive
scenario to embrace the fruitful historical action. In conclusion, he expresses, from his
foresights, that, we should never lose sight of the fact, for the sake of a sublime ideal, people
are always and everywhere ready to willingly bear the hardships of an austere order that
would establish equity and justice between the rich and the poor and guarantee for each
person his share with the utmost level of efficacy, being then guided by the following
wisdom: One for all and all for one’.

Bennabi is not only a contemporary Arab scholar, but he is a great thinker and philosopher of
Muslim Ummah—even though a few people differ with him. This book was written on the
socio-economic and religious ground of Egypt and Arab world, but it represents the similar
picture of other contemporary Muslim societies. However, we may say that, the political,
social, economic and religious thoughts and conditions of Muslim Ummah are fruitfully
reflected in this book. Also, we believe that this book is of utmost importance not only for
Arab society, but for all.

There is no doubt the book is highly useful for general readers and researchers. | desire wider
circulation of this book.

Meer Monjur Mahmood, Ph.D
Deputy Controller, National University, Gazipur
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Perspective on Islamic Thought - 2
Nationalism and Internationalism in Liberalism,

Marxism and Islam

By Tahir Amin, Published by International Institute of Islamic Thought (111T), Islamabad,
Pakistan, Edition : First, 1991, ISBN: 969-462-002-3, Page: 106

The book is composed of an introduction, four chapters, notes, a bibliography and an index.
In the first chapter, the author presents myriad of views on nationalism and internationalism
given by liberalists from their exclusive idea-formulating domain. In order to understand the
dilemma of nationalism and internationalism in the liberal tradition, the chapter undertakes a
study of four traditional writers: A.J. Toynnbee, E.H. Carr, Hans Kohn, and Carleton Hayes.
The second chapter outlines Marxist view on nationalism and internationalism in which it
quests the doctrinal set-up on those facts from two traditional writers: Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels. The third chapter deals with Muslim writers’ notional framework about
nationalism and internationalism and ideas are taken from the categorical entity as
traditionalists, modernists and post-modernists. The fourth chapter narrates the overall
scrutiny of what their (liberalists, Marxists and Muslim) views belong to, which delineates the
epilogue of their divergent views on nationalism and internationalism.

The queries about nationalism and internationalism have been arguably the dominant
phenomena in the scholarly world due to have notional cleavage in interpreting and
reinterpreting these in case of humanity of contemporary history. The study keenly seeks a
survey of writers’ views of the twentieth century categorized into three traditions-Liberalism,
Marxism and Islam on nationalism and internationalism that attempt to create both an
awareness of significant debates within different traditions on the subject, and to underscore
the necessity of a genuine international dialogue based on respect of each other’s values- steps
which seem absolutely necessary to build a more peaceful world order.

The study from the scholarly points becomes a rigorous research piece on account of having
pinpointed diagnosis on nationalism and internationalism from three prolific traditions i.e.
Liberalism, Marxism and Islam. Firstly the study commences with liberalists views on those
matter which regards nationalism a natural set of principles and inspects to attain world
integration with the concrete configuration of diverse states widely called as nation-states
worldwide. As usually it is to believe that humanity is segregated into diverse races,
languages and colors, and the nation-states intend to triumph over the forces that happened
naturally. From the political field it has a trend to believe an individual’s pivotal approach in
philosophy and liberal democracy is the operational form through which individuals express
their views and preferences. In this sense, liberalism does not espouse, or there is no room of,
the concept of community in liberalists’ point of views. Liberalists chiefly from the economic
side stress on two key concerns e.g. growth and modernization for the progress of humanity in
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the world. They are more apprehended with mammoth figure in its size beyond allocating
with egalitarian approach.

Marxism delineates the history of humankind as the sequential fact of class struggles as Karl
Marx launched the first line of his famous book, The Communist Manifesto that ‘the history
of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles’. From that point of view,
Marxism took the position on behalf of classless human society in the world and it is the
ultimate goal of Marxism and their adherents worldwide. It accentuates class struggle as
natural and inevitable in the world society where two distinctive classes such as bourgeoisie
and proletariats move on one persecutes and other endeavors to survive in its sphere
respectively. It recognizes ethnic groups as nations, and believes in socialist democracy as
opposed to the bourgeois democracy cherished by Liberalism. Marxism avowals the
exploitation and persecution free society as the main motto in terms of performing economic
activities in the human society. In this point, it chiefly secures the interests of community as a
whole beyond the profit maximization of an individual.

Islam as the completer code of life believes to contain a global community widely called the
Ummah. The diverse races, languages, creeds, and colors from the Islamic viewpoint
postulate a fortuitous fact made by human’s misconduct to each other in a society. It makes
out the system of Shura (mutual consultation) in the community as the hall-mark of its
political system but sovereignty belongs to Allah rather than to the king, or the dictator, or
even the people. Here Ummah from their standpoint is free to make decisions in the
circumstantial needs as per the principles laid down in the Holy Qura’n and Sunnah. In this
case, justice is the key measure in defining the society’s socio-economic atmosphere that
builds a bridge between individual and the community in terms of balanced move of the
society. It differs with both Liberalism and Marxism, which espouse to pay attention
separately to the individual and the community respectively.

The author’s innovation in this case shows an unparallel endeavor because of explaining each
of the three traditions such as Liberalism, Marxism and Islam from the traditionalist,
modernist and post-modernists viewpoints that have given the study the rigorous scholarly
and master piece in the realm of scholastic world. For this, this book is a valuable one and it
should form the part of the collection of scholars with an interest in contemporary Islamic
political thought in general, and to those involved in the Islamization process in particular.

Md. Monirul Islam
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Islami University, Dhaka



