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Islamic Education: Its Meaning
Problems and Prospects

By Ghulam Sarwar, Published by the Muslim Educational Trust
(2001 CE / 1421 AH), London, 1st Edition, 2001
ISBN: 0907261388, Page: 55

The book Islamic Education: Its Meaning, Problems and Prospects is written
by Ghulam Sarwar was born in 1945 in the District of Noakhali. The author is
the director of the Muslim Educational Trust. He completed graduation in
Commerce and did masters in Business Management from the University of
Dhaka. He taught Business Management to undergraduates level. Since the
early sixty he has devoted himself to Islamic da’wah and revival work. He has
written books include — Islam: Beliefs and Teachings, Islam for Younger
people, The Beginner’s Book of Salah, Syllabus and Guidance for Islamic
Teaching, Sex Education — The Muslim Perspective and British Muslims
and Schools.

“Islamic education would make the world a better, happier and nicer place to
live in peace, tranquility, joy and contentment. This education cannot be
established without political initiative of a freely-elected, Allah-fearing
leadership of a particular country from where it could be emulated throughout
the globe in order to usher in an era of real bliss and happiness for all
mankind” - this is how the author expresses his view on Islamic education
system. He has tried to focus on the meaning, need, importance, problems and
prospects of establishing such a system in his book.

Before going into details the author has compared Islamic education system
with the system which most of the Muslim countries follow in modern age i.e.
the secular education. He says, “the current system based on — the sovereignty
of man and superiority of his reason, knowledge acquired by human reasoning
and experience, unlimited freedom of thought and expression, unwillingness to
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accept anything supernatural, individualism, relativism and materialism.” This
education has given man everything but his bestiality has overtaken his
humanity, beauty and above all the purpose of existence and faith in the
Creator of this universe. On the other hand, Islamic education equips man with
skills, values and qualities to thwart all the tricks, gimmicks and temptations
Iblis can muster to foil man’s efforts to please His Creator. It is an education
that develops man’s total personality to establish truth and goodness (al-
ma’ruf) by eradicating falsehood and evil (al-munkar). Indeed, Islamic
education trains and equips us to be in an ever-ready state of alertness to
follow the path of the right and light (al-Hagq and an-Nur) and keeping away
from ignorance and darkness (al-jahiliyyah and az-zulumat).

The author says that ‘Islamic Education’ can be defined as the process through
which human beings are trained and prepared in a concerted way to do their
Creator’s bidding in this life (Dunya) to be rewarded in the life after death
(Akhirah). The balance growth of the total personality of a man cannot be
ensured by any system other than the ‘Islamic Education’ system. The aim of
this education system is to initiate total change in a person — beliefs, actions,
potentials, faculties, thoughts, expressions, aspirations, energies and
everything relating to that person; in other words, the balanced development of
the whole personality of a human being.

But to introduce Islamic education system is not easy. The problems have been
presented very nicely. The author is very optimistic here. If there is
determination, no problem is insurmountable. A beginning has to be made,
depending completely on the mercy and blessings of our Creator. Allah The
objectives or necessity of establishing Islamic education is also presented. The
author pointed out some steps which can be taken to introduce Islamic
education system. The steps are: plan, infrastructure, ending bifurcation,
curriculum, syllabus, text books, teacher training, stages of education, use of
Arabic language, private and state support, needs of women, needs of non-
Muslims, Muslim minorities.

It is vital that we mould our education system on the fundamental beliefs
(Tawhid, Risalah, and Akhirah). This outlook pervades all aspects of our life —
social, economic, political, physical, emotional, spiritual, national and
international. We should not prolong our predicament by continuing to pursue



Book Reviews 123

an almost belief-free and value-free education system. Our education system
must be heavily faith-laden and value-laden. No learning is meaningful
without a belief in its usefulness and no education is beneficial if it does not
transmit and promote deeply cherished values of honesty, integrity,
selflessness, concern for social welfare and a strong sense of responsibility and
service to humanity.

Efforts to Islamise society should continue simultaneously with efforts to
Islamise knowledge and the introduction of the Islamic education system.
Islamisation of society cannot be achieved until knowledge is Islamised on the
basis of the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). Only an
Islamised education system can ensure the survival and progress of Islamic
societies. The introduction of an Islamic education system should be an
integral part of the efforts worldwide to establish Islam as an all-encompassing
way of life. The author hopes that his humble treatise will motivate others with
similar thoughts to work towards the achievement of this noble goal and the
success can only come from Allah.

“... and my success cannot come except from Allah, in Him I must trust and to
Him I repent.” (al-Qur’an, Chapter 3, Verse 159)

Selin Yasmin
Principal
Aloron International School & College, Dhaka
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Towards Developing an Integrated Research
Method in Human Sciences

By Mohammad Yusof Hussain (editor), Published by
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) Press
International Islamic University Malaysia, First Copyright
Date: 2006, ISBN: 983-3855-05-9, Pages: 353

This book is a compilation of different research articles having Islamic
perspective in Human Sciences prepared by scholars from different disciplines
of IIUM. It is a step for implementing integrated Research Methods in
practical field. Here the integration is of both Western and Islamic perspective
of Research Methodology. Purpose of this book is to assist in producing high
quality researches using integrated research approach.

The first chapter is written by Mohd. Yusof Hussain, professor of Islamic
Communication, [ITUM. In his writing ‘Developing an Integrated Research
Method in Human Sciences’ Classical Muslim Methods and Western Methods
have been discussed. In particular this writing is different from other writings
of similar as it point out some particular problems. It leads to develop a new
Islamic methodology. This methodology is an integrated form of both two
types of methodology and having universality.

The second chapter is on ‘The Role of Theory in Research’. Syed Arabi Ibid
discusses some basic of research. These are theory, conceptualizations, and
hypothesis. It is vivid and explicit as writer used the same topics as example
through the whole discussion. It successfully leads readers to clear and better
understanding. This is an exemplary reading for other researchers and writers
as it automatically leads to Islamic perspective without avoiding the traditional
Western writers. The writer mentioned Merton, Stinchcombe, Wilson,
Kerlinger et el. Here writer shows the importance of theory in research as well
as shows that theory of different scholars is temporary. On the other hand,
Muslim scholars have the tools to implement permanent theory i.e. revealed
knowledge. Using this knowledge, the Muslim scholars might have
contribution in the development of Human Science.
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In next chapter ‘Issues and Topics in Integrated Research in Organizations’
Saodah Wok defines integrated research as interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary approach. The writer emphasizes on conducting research
integrating different approaches and Malaysian Government also funding in
this field. This discussion is on traditional research method. But at this level
readers need more specific discussions. Writer also suggests some topics for
integrated research in Islamic perspective.

Jamil Farooqui have presented every ins and outs of Western Survey Method
in the chapter ‘The Survey Method in Sociological Research’ followed by
Islamic perspective.

‘The Experimental Method in Psychological Research’ written by Mohammad
Abdur Rashid vividly describes the experimental method especially of
psychology. In his writings, he mainly presents the conventional method. A
little discussion has been presented on Islamic perspective to show the
importance and ethical aspects of research. Discussion from earlier Muslim
scholars’ contributions in experimental method and psychology would have
enriched the text. It needed to be more specified.

Saodah Wok in next chapter ‘Field Observation in Human Science Research’
describes the field observations elaborately. It has a detail and clear description
of field observations including Islamic perspective. No doubt it is an
informative write-up and one can have clear concept about field observations.
Islamic perspective has been discussed only in ethical purpose. In this regard,
it would be better to cite observation researches of the earlier Muslim scholars
and some proposed research area to make the Islamic perspective enrich. There
is an objectionable quotation from Igbal, 2002. “The original purpose of
observation and experiment in Islam is to exhibit an intellectual warfare
against the Greeks” (p.124). But the original purpose of research should be to
realize the purpose of the creation of Allah (swt) (Sura Al-Imran: 190,191; Al
Ghaasyiyah: 17- 20). So, writer has to be more careful to quote from others.

Azlan Mohd Noor in his ‘Participant Observation in Human Science Research’
explains the participant observation with illustrations. The reader can easily
grasp it as the writer has given examples with each criterion. Writer
emphasizes this approach can be used understanding others and disseminating
Islam.
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Next chapter is on ‘Quantitative Content Analysis as a Method of Research in
Mass Communication’ by Fazal Rahim Khan and Masrur Alam Khan. It is a
commendable effort. Writers here elucidate Content Analysis throughly using
one example ‘Intifadah’ which is a significant issue for Muslim World. As
writers mentioned that not only arms responsible for destroying Muslim
ummah but also media culturally harming the Ummah. Now a day it’s an
urgent need for Ummah to have own media for news presentation and
entertainment. This discussion is based on both traditional and Islamic
perspective.

In the chapter ‘Discourse Analysis of Islamic English Texts’ Nomala Othman
and Nuraihan Mat Daud elaborates the topic discourse analysis from definition
to discourse genre and methodology using simple examples. This
apprehensible presentation will help the researcher to investigate the genre of
any discourse. It will be helpful in analyzing some text. Some suggested fields
for research are also mentioned here.

Ahmed Bakeri details Bibliometric Methods from its origin to recent
development in chapter ‘Bibliometric Methods in Library and Information
Science Research’. Different Bibliometric Methods and their applications are
highlighted here with examples. These examples include some Muslim
researchers’ contributions and the outcome is really astounding. Like review of
Anwar & Abu Bakar (1997) shows that, “the combined contribution to
scientific literature of 46 Muslim nations is less than that of Switzerland and is
only 70 percent of what India contributes alone.”(p.207) Advantages and
limitations of Bibliometric Methods are also presented here followed by a
summarized conclusion, where writer suggests that this method can also be
applied to study disciplines in the revealed knowledge.

Documentary is defined and sources are explained in a lucid way in ‘The Use
of Documentary Research in Political Science: A Comparative Approach’ by
Elfatih A. Abdel Salam. He also added revealed knowledge as a source.
Advantages and disadvantages of documentary methods are also mentioned.
Writer briefs Historical and Control analysis as two types of analysis of
document. Briefly presenting the Western Methodology, he criticizes it and
presents some basic assumptions of Islamic Methods and proves it as value-
laden. There is a nice presentation on documentary sources of Islamic Political
heritage which includes Al-Farabi, Abu Al-Hassan Al- Mawardi, Al-Ghazali,
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Ibn Taimiyyah, lbn Khaldun. At the conclusion, it has been recommended to
integrate revealed knowledge and human science.

‘Research Methodology in History’ is presented by Abdullah Al Ahsan. Here
writer begins from the foundation of modern Research Methodology as
mentioned here from Descartes. Then he briefed the gradual updates of
methodology as well as criticism of Western Methodology citing from
Western scholars. Criticizing Darwin’s theory he cited from Al-Qur’an which
is similar to that of the Biblical view. Beginning of civilization quoted from
Ibn Khaldun and Arnold Toynbee. Mentioning the different views in history,
writer suggests to reach a common ground and this is easier for a Muslim than
others. “For Muhammad (pbuh) was born in full light of history” (p. 253). In
this regard Khalid Yahya Blankinship can be mentioned, “For Muslims at
least, a better division of world history would fall about 600 CE, coinciding
with the prophet hood of Muhammad (pbuh)” (Research Methodology in
Islamic Perspective, Institute of Objective Studies, India, 1994, p.157).

Fikret Karcic in the chapter ‘Textual Analysis in the Study of Islamic Revealed
Knowledge and Heritage’ defines textual analysis and presents its historical
background from the time of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). Here the use of
Textual Analysis by Muslim scholars, study of the Qur’an, Sunnah, Islamic
heritage and also the analysis by Orientals are highlighted. In this resourceful
writing, writer also puts some suggestions to improve the method.

The chapter ‘Textual Analysis in Arabic Literary Studies’ is a scholarly work
by Badri Najib Zubir explains using the theory of Nazm of al-Jurjani. Writer
here emphasizes to integrate Western and Islamic worldview.

Mohd. Yusof Hussain and Saodah Wok define Ethics in the chapter ‘Ethics in
Conducting Research’. It covers every ethical aspects of research. It also
comprises of ethical codes of different institutions like IRB, APA, SRCD, and
Copy Right Act 1987. But all the Western Acts and laws have been failed. On
the other hand, ethics lie at the heart of Islamic teachings which becomes
transparent from some citation from Al-Qur’an and Hadiths.

Importance of knowledge (I1lm) and disseminating it is obligatory in Islam and
reporting is an essential means to disseminate knowledge. This is the way
Abdul Rashid Moten signifies reporting in the chapter ‘Integrated Report
Writing’. Here report writing has been presented in Islamic perspective.
Mugaddima has also been mentioned as an example. It is an excellent
scholarly work, a gem for every researcher and report writer.
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There are several publications on Islamic perspective but distinguish feature of
this book is to apply in a practical field. Hence this book will help the students,
teachers and researchers to gain valuable insights regarding research and to
conduct a research in a proper way. It can also influence and accelerate
specialists of other disciplines to prepare integrated curricula. But this effort
should not be stopped here. This book and earlier publications of this type
have to be considered integrated way to advance this effort. Not for repetition
but to present Muslim Ummah as well as the whole world an advanced and
universal Research Methodology.

Rowshan Zannat
Lecturer
Asian University Bangladesh

Islamic Morals & Manners

By Mohammad H.R. Talukdar, Published by A.S. Noordeen
K.L. Malaysia, 2006, Page: 132

Mohammad H.R.Talukdar is a renowned author

who has written a couple of books which are very

much related to our everyday life. Some of these

books are: (a) The Qur’an- A Divine guiding Light,

(b) Ten Women of paradise, (c) Science in the

Sublime Morals & Manners of Prophet Muhammad

(S.A.W.), (d) The Message of Allah and. (e) Islamic

Morals & Manners.

In this book named Islamic Morals & Manners the

author Mohammad H.R.Talukder described some

attributes, which everyone should achieve and some

which everyone should shun. So that maintaining these, they can reach the
model of the moral character of the highest order.

The author stated in this book 60 items of positive attributes which a person
should achieve and hold in life. Those are expressed in items- 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36,
37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 63, 66, 68, 70, 73, 74, 77, 80, 85, 86, 89,
90, 92, 94, 95, 97, 98, 99, 101, 102, 103, 104 & 105.
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He cited in this book 45 items of negative attributes which a person should
shun. Those are expressed in items- 2,3,4, 9,16, 17,25, 26, 28, 42, 43, 44, 45,
46, 47, 48, 49,50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 62, 64, 65, 67, 69, 71, 72,75, 7678,
7981, 82, 83, 84, 87, 88, 91, 93, 96 & 100.

Now-a-days the world in general and the Muslim world in particular is
suffering from tremendous poverty of honest, sincere and dutiful people who
are also conscious of their accountability to the almighty creator Allah
Subhanahu wa tala. The people of the Muslim world are very much busy in
developing themselves materially and competing with the materialistic western
world. Besides, they are engrossed in colorful nightmare of earning unlimited
wealth. They have become so highly ambitious that they put the west to
shame. Particularly the Muslims have forgotten their identity of being the
representatives of Allah. Following their enemy Iblis they have become
insulted, disgraced, tortured, neglected. The Muslim society is now in severe
need of following the exalted character and principles of Prophet Muhammad
Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam. However, in such a distressing situation there are
many people who want to save themselves from those ignoble positions. They
desire to return to their Lord and want His satisfaction. They think that Lord’s
satisfaction is the only way of success and His dissatisfaction is the difinite
way of failure here and hereafter. That is why they look for the straight path to
reach Him. But now the question is “where that way is”? The author of the
aforesaid book has very nicely collected 105 items which very much concern
us and are related to our lives. He expressed those in a very brief and lucid
method that readers can easily and exhaustlessly absorb and implement them
in every day life.

In modern age all are too busy and engaged in materialistic functions that
nobody has time to go through any valuable book written elaborately. Thus the
author of this book wisely presented in a very brief method, so that every one
can be benefited. He stated in the preface “This booklet is intended for those
who have extremely short time but hold a great desire to know the essential
Islamic Morals and Manners and lead their life in the Right Way.”

Besides, the book will be very much useful for the researchers, because every
item of this book is supported by the verse/s of the noble Qur’an and the
related Hadith also. So the researchers can easily find their required reference
init.

In spite of these, a very little observation is that, if the author would have
discussed all the negative items first, then the positive items it would have
been easier to learn and to find out the desired attributes promptly.
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In conclusion, it may be said that following the instructions mentioned in this
book the readers will be able to keep themselves away from the prohibited
activities and implementing the permitted and righteous activities to achieve
Almighty Allah’s satisfaction, the ultimate success here and hereafter. We
expect that this book would be well circulated and readers will get it within
their reach, especially it should be available in the market so that the students,
researchers and general people may get it easily.

Md. Ayub Hossain
Deputy Registrar
National University, Gazipur
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