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Towards An Islamic Theory of International Relations: New Directions for
Methodology and Thought, by AbdulHamid AbuSulayman, Publisher The
International Institute of Islamic Thought, Herndon, Virginia USA 1993

Reviewer: Dr. Abdul Latif Masum, Professor, Department of Government and
Politics, Jahangirnagar University (JU), Savar, Dhaka, Bangladesh, E-mail:
mal55ju@yahoo.com

The book under review is an outcome of Islamization of knowledge series sponsored by
the International Institute of Islamic Though based in The United States of America at
Herndon, Virginia. The book was originally submitted to the University of
Pennsylvania as a dissertation in international relations. In his scholarly introduction Dr.
Isma’il Raji al Faruqi asserted, “In fact, this dissertation has rendered a service far
greater than winning a doctorate for its author: it has exposed truths of Islam which are
relevant to one of the most important fields of study in the century — namely, world
order”. The book has been acclaimed in the Muslim world as the first print in 1987 was
exhausted and a second revised edition was needed in 1993. The writer explaining the
importance of second publication emphasized, “A reexamination of the sections dealing
with the picture of contemporary relations between nations and, in particular, the
policies adapted by the states in the Muslim world in response to those changes”.

The book is a basic contribution in the field of international relations particularly in
the Islamic perspectives. Actually, the classical teachings in the Holy Quran and
Hadith was not in practice for centuries together due to inaction and unpractice of
those in the Muslim world. When there is Islamic awakening everywhere and
misunderstanding of the diplomacy and international relations prevailed, the necessity
of the issue was getting momentum. The book is an attempt to fill up the gap. In the
words of the author —

“This book tries to offer fresh insights into the Islamic understanding
and approach to the pursuit of peace, security, cooperation, and
participations in the relations among peoples and nations. Also, it
serves as a vehicle to study and analyze the classical Islamic
methodology and the traditional way of applying it in the field of
Islamic thought”.
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This book takes a new look at many problematic issues in contemporary Islamic
thought, claimed the writer. These are apostasy-(ridddah), freedom of belief and poll
tax-(jizyah). The dissertation also examined Islamic methodology (usul) thoroughly,
its role and role of the ulama as distinct from the secular scholars and intellectuals, in
the persistent agitation against the Muslim Ummah. This book also contends that the
Islamic theory and philosophy of relations among nations is the only adequate
philosophy of peace in the contemporary world. It is the only philosophical concept
and approach that emphasizes the common origin, interest and destiny of man as the
only firm base for understanding man’s nature, interpersonal relations and group
interaction. The book depicted a unique concept of ‘conflict management’. The writer
accuses the west for the conflict on nationalism, class character, and interest. He
further clarified that lasting peace could come only from an attitude of mutual
understanding and appreciation based on a firm belief in our common nature,
common interest and common destiny. No doubt this book offers a fresh outlook for a
human civilization by ‘revealing and explaining objectively the Islamic philosophy
and understanding of relations among human communities, nations and states. This
book provides text to the Muslim intellectuals, scholars and leaders as to what Islam
means to them and how they can work to secure the future civilizations. They may
also be benefited from this analytical study of Islam. They can introduce into their
studies a systematic and scientific approach to human nature, human relations and
human environment in the line of Islamic goals, principles values and directions. This
should produce not merely insights but new disciplines of Islamic societies, human,
natural and technical sciences. This emphasis on the practice of Muslims is needed in
order to probe deeply into the root causes of the Ummah’s decline in its cultural,
economic, technological and military spheres. The book is important for Muslims and
also for non-Muslims who appreciate the responsibility of Muslims according to their
ideology and religion in establishing, guarding and maintaining a world order, peace
and cooperation. The researcher is successful to offer a healthy and dynamic vision to
the new Muslim generation in the academic arena of international politics. The work
is concerned not so much with what is correct but with what went wrong and how to
correct it. Here the writer perhaps laid the foundation of the next great work ‘What
Went Wrong’ by Bernard Leiwis. Thus, the writer’s process of self analysis made the
goals of a ‘healthy Ummah and healthy Islamic thought in international relations both
possible and plausible’.
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Text of the book

As it is a research work originally it has got standard academic excellence. When it
was turned into a book then naturally it has got certain changes. The book has got 4
chapters with all other usual formalities like preface, introduction, appendix,
bibliography, etc. It contains 192 pages with simple binding and just the cover page.
The writer had a prolonged preface to the first edition, where he has given the story of
the book with some valuable thought. He had also a short preface to the second
edition. The first chapter began with the background of the task. Then he attempted to
find preliminary and basic definitions of the theme. The researcher rightly had a bit
comparative study in between traditionalism and westernization. As the primary and
secondary sources testify any theses AbuSulayman went on Siyar: A Source of Law.
He explained sources and differences in Islamic knowledge namely Qur’an, Hadith,
ljma, Qiyas or Figh, Usul al Figh, and the Shari’ah. He used the siyar which describe
the conduct of the believers (Muslims) in their relations with the unbelievers of
enemy territory as well as with people with whom the believers have their treaties. He
raised some vital research questions to answer in his discourse. These questions are —

1. Is jihad an obligation? Is it an obligation to wage an offensive war? Is it an
obligation to defend in Islam?

2. Are the non-Muslim enemies (harbi) subject to Muslim legal punishment (hudud)
for a crime once they have been granted safe conduct or protection (aman) to enter
Muslim territory?

3. What is the punishment of a Muslim who intentionally kills a non-Muslim
subject? The blood money of a jew or a Chirstian or a Magian is the same as that
of a Muslim. If a Muslim kills any one of those, is he then subject to execution
(gawd)?

4. The fourth example concerns the question of sparing the life of the non-Muslims
and accepting the jizyah instead.

5. Should human lives be spared by widening or narrowing the categories or people
whose lives are not subject to killing in war?

The second chapter began with the classical theory and ensuing developments. Here
he explained the classical theory of Siyar. He also elaborated the nature of classical
Muslim theory. Again some basic definitions like jihad, Dar al Islam, Dar al ‘Ahd,
and Dar al Harb, Al Mushrikun, al Dhimmabh, al Jizyah, Khalifa, Amir al Mu’minin,
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Imam, and Sultan are explained here. In this chapter he began with the original issue
of the dissertation. He described the historical and psychological background of
classical Muslim thought in international relations. Some points are there to clarify —
Tolerance and Unity: A Classical Legacy, The Unity of the Ummah, Highlights of the
Classical Theory, The Collapse of Classical Thought, Modern Developments: Lack of
Methodology, etc.

The third chapter develops the reform of methodology. Problems in Muslim
methodology in time and space are explained here. The impact of the Muslim thought
of main usul is placed here. Usul is explained with Historical Background. Other
basic sources of the Quran, the Sunnah and classical interpretations- Qiyas: Analogy,
dimensions in time and space, Ijma have been explained with clarity. The writer
didn’t avoid some basic shortcomings. For example, thelack of empiricism and the
overall systematization, have beenwell explained.

The last chapter or the concluding chapter has elaborated issues from legalistic to
political thought. He tried to justify The Political Rational of the Prophet’s External
Policies with Reconstruction of History. AbdulHamid AbuSulayman explained other
strategies and diplomatic norms which the Prophet followed in the eventualities of the
Battle of Badr, Banu Qurayzah issue, and the Quaraysh. With all these events and
issues Freedom of Religion and Belief prevailed. Finally, the writer has reconstructed
the continuum in the Quran. He also reconstructed certain concepts derived from the
Quran like Abrogation (Naskh), Significance of the internal system, Significance of
Concrete Cases and Internal Structure. The researcher now comes to the conclusion.
In the last long pages the writer has developed are all the concepts and theories to
construct the Islamic Framework. These are the basic principles in Islam— (a)
Tawhid, (b) Justice-‘ADL, (c¢) Peace, Mutual Support and Cooperation (d) Jihad—
Self-Exertion (e) Respect and Fulfillment of Commitments and (f) Basic Values. He
then comes to the present Muslim world to testify Muslim Attitudes and Policies in
External Relations in the Contemporary world. He used certain diagram to explain
traditional, modernist and secularist framework prevailing in the world. He also
examined major Muslim policies, Strategies of Diplomacy and Alliance. He also
tested Strategies of Neutrality claimed by some Muslim states. At last he suggested
some recommendations to be followed by the nation sates in the Ummah.

To conclude with the words of the scholar:
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“The Muslim Ummah and Muslim peoples should utilize and develop the various
international Muslim organizations, especially the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and its general Sectretiat as well as all affiliated cultural, economic, and
technical organizations, in order to protect and serve Islam and Muslim interests and
to strengthen Muslim unity”.

Tawhid and Science: Islamic Perspectives on Religion and Science, by Osman
Bakar, Arah Publications, 2008, Pp. 316, ISBN: 978-983-3718-35-1

Reiewer: Golam Gaus Al Quaderi, Associate Professor, Department of English,
University of Dhaka, E-mail: ehsanmurshed@gmail.com

Osman Bakar’s book Tawhid and Science: Islamic Perspectives on Religion and
Science is one of those few books which according to Francis Bacon has to be chewed
carefully and digested to get benefit from it. The general consensus among secular
and even “Islamist” individuals is that science and, by extension, technology is
neutral, both in terms of culture and values, though many nowadays, due to the rise of
the ecological movement, are also aware of its deleterious effects. Osman Bakar in his
book presents the interconnection between the Islamic worldview and science, in a
meticulous analytical manner. While many a reader educated in the West may feel
that the term “Islamic science” is problematic, the differential nature of science as it
has developed in the West and the Islamic world is quite evident from Osman Bakar’s
book. Not only in its pragmatic aspects, but in terms of the ideational and
philosophical foundations of the two kinds of science, they are different. The question
of whether there can be an alternative to Western science, or whether science can be
called value-neutral, is another point to consider. While everyone will not be
convinced by the arguments put forward by Osman Bakar, the sophistication and
cogency of a type of the argument will be difficult to deny.

The book is divided into four parts, titled “Part One: The Epistemological Foundation
of Islamic Science”, “Part Two: Man, Nature, and God in Islamic Science”, ‘“Part
Three: Islamic Science and the West”, and “Part Four: Islam and Modern Science”,
respectively. In the first part Osman Bakar has, among other things, delineated the
principal features of Islamic science, including its acknowledgement of the limitations
of sense perception and hence the possibility of a scientist having a religious
consciousness even during the scientific endeavour.


https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/106754.Osman_Bakar
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/106754.Osman_Bakar
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/106754.Osman_Bakar
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The importance of sensual experience as a source of empirical knowledge of the
world was very much emphasized by Muslims. But they also emphasized the fact that
the physical senses, as instruments of knowledge, have their limitations. Here comes
the intervention of religious consciousness. The Muslim belief-system dictates that
there are phenomena and realities which are beyond the ken of the physical senses
even with the aid of the most powerful and sophisticated of telescopic and
microscopic instruments. These non-physical phenomena and realities demand the use
of appropriate non-physical faculties of knowing. Physical reality is only an aspect of
the whole of reality. It is regarded by Muslims as the lowest of the many levels of
reality, the highest being God (7).

The Islamic approach to science here outlined is different from the modern western
one in its avoidance of scientism or the idea that scientific “truth” is absolute. Many a
scientist is not aware of the underlying worldview or paradigm of science of any
period and tends to take it innocently and cannot think of sciences rather than a
science. In the postmodern era we have had figures like Edward said who have talked
or written of the fact that knowledge is “culture specific” and the importance of
location. Osman Bakar’s ideas in this book tend to resonate on the same wave length
and needs to be taken seriously by all educated people concerned about science.

In the second part of the book Osman Bakar deals with, among other things, the unity
of science and spiritual knowledge. The methodological aspect of this unity has been
succinctly brought in the chapter on methodology (chapter 2), thus:

Islam, however, true to its manifestation as a religion of the middle way, was able to
create within its civilization sciences of nature which extensively employed both the
rational and intuitive faculties in a balanced manner within a unified worldview (37).

Osman Bakar substantiates his assertions with examples from history and
distinguishes between western science and Islamic science as found in the past in
quite a compelling manner and the last two parts of the book as if creates a wide space
for dialogue between proponents of Islamic science, its detractors, the skeptics and
those who prefer to not join this dialogue at all. In this manner, the book tends to
make it clear how the Tawhidic worldview is important in dealing with science,
especially in the context of degradation of nature or ecological disaster.

Osman Bakar is a writer who can be considered a thinker who needs to be the wider
readers of the Muslim and Western worlds. As the Appendix, which has book
reviews, show, there are critics of the stance of Osman Bakar, but that he is a thinker
challenging us to think, is undeniable.
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History of Islam: Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) and Khulafae Rashidin, by
Muhammad Omor Farug and Mahfuzur Rahman Akahnda, Dhaka: Bangladesh
Institute of Islamic Thought (BIIT), 2014, Pp.332, ISBN: 978-984-8471-23-4

Reviewer: Dr. Md. Shayeed Hossain, Lecturer, Center for University Requirement
Courses (CENURC), International Islamic University Chittagong (1IUC), E-mail-
shayeedihc@gmail.com

History is the scientific study of human affairs. In this regard, Allah has taught us that
the study of history and obtaining lessons from it are essential for the success of
mankind in this world and in the hereafter. The events of past nations remind us that
some nations were destroyed as a result of their bad deeds whilst others attained
success on account of their good deeds. By studying Islamic history man finds himself
constantly in the company of Prophets, kings, conquerors, friends of Allah and
scholars, as well as men of knowledge, wisdom, and excellence. Man can easily save
himself from the mistakes committed by great rulers, military commanders, and
thinkers. No other study has the benefit of filling the heart with so much joy and
happiness and equipping one with so many benefits without causing boredom or a
headache. However, Islamic history throws a flood of light on every stage of the
Islamic world, nay of the whole world. When the whole world was steeped in vice
and superstition, when the people of the globe were groaning under the pangs of
oppression and tyranny and when chaos and confusion were the order of the day,
Islam has become as a torch-bearer of peace and civilization. Islamic history is the
history of Prophets, Muslim rulers, conquerors, friends of Allah and scholars, as well
as the history of men of knowledge, wisdom, and excellence. Therefore, nobody can
deny the urgent need of the study of Islamic history.

However, the book “History of Islam: Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) and Khulafae
Rashidin” written by Muhammad Omar Faruk and Mahfuzur Rahman Akhanda, is a
knowledgeable publication on the history of Prophet Muhammad (SAAS)
and khulafae Rashidin. In this regard, before going to discuss the book, | would like to
mention about the two authors of this book. In this connection, a common question
may arise about the background of the authors; that is, have they any ground of
writing such book? The answer is that, as far | know, the authors have a
comprehensive knowledge and are well-skilled of writing on such a topic.

So, first of all, I would like to congratulate both the authors of the book for choosing
such a topic. This is because, as a Muslim, we must know about the Prophet
Muhammad (SAAS) and his best followers like the four pious khalifah. Moreover,
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being Muslim, it’s our obligatory duty to know about the Prophet Muhammad
(SAAS) and the history of the four pious khalifah. By knowing Islamic history one
can know about the prophet’s life, the lessons for life the caliphs’ lifestyle and their
activities, contributions to Islam and humanity, and their honesty and sacrifice.

This book talks about the history of Islam that is very important for every Muslim.
Moreover, it is really an inspiring experience to come across such a publication on
such an important subject relating to the welfare of human being. Moreover, | have
the pleasure to admit that reviewing of the book has provided me an excellent
experience as well as resourceful knowledge. However, the book is an educative
publication not only for any particular age but for all ages as well as for the whole
Humanity.

The book “History of Islam: Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) and Khulafae Rashidin”
consists of thirteen chapters with two parts (Part One & two). Part one includes chapter
one to eight and part two consists of chapter nine to thirteen. In chapter one, the
distinguished authors provide an introduction to the Islamic history, givethe definition
of history as well as Islamic history, and discuss the beginning of the Islamic history
and show the chronological relationship in Islamic history and its sources.

In chapter two, the authors discuss the pre-Islamic condition of the Arabs. Here, the
socio-cultural, political and religious life of the pre-Islamic Arabs during the age
of Jahilia is comprehensively described by the distinguished authors.

In chapter three the authors briefly discuss the necessity of prophethood, and the
coming of the prophet and give a brief introduction to Prophet Muhammad (SAAS).

In chapter four, the Prophet’s preaching of Islam and torture and persecution of the
Quraysh in different ways and the significant event of Prophet’s migration from
Macca to Madinah have been discussed. The significant events of prophet’s life after
arriving at Madinah are discussed in chapter five. And essential battles of prophet’s
life with the unbelievers especially the battle of Badr, Uhud, Khandag, invading of
Banu Quraiza, the battle of Banu al-Mustalig, Fall of Khaibar, the expedition of Muta,
Conquest of Makkah and battle of Hunayn and Tabuketc are discussed here. The
peace treaty of Hudaybiyah is also deliberated in chapter six. Prophet’s relations with
the non-Muslims, especially with the Jews, and the Christians are discussed and
the Da 'wah through letters is also mentioned in chapter seven. And, in chapter eight,
the farewell Hajj and historical farewell address, the modesty of Prophet Muhammad
(SAAS) and his significant socio-political reforms are discussed.
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And in part two of this book (Chapter nine to thirteen) the distinguished authors
discuss briefly about the Khilafah as well as the four pious caliphs. In chapter nine the
authors deliberate inclusive information about the system of Khikafah. We know,
after the prophet Muhammad (SAAS), khilafat is the most important institution in
Islam. It is a system of a government, established first in Islam after the death of
Prophet Muhammad (SAAS). The word Khilafat means succession, and the Khalifa is
a successor to a Prophet of Allah whose goal is to carry to completion the tasks of
reformation and moral training that were seeded by the Prophet. The community of
followers of a Prophet of Allah continues to nurture its faith and practices under the
blessing of the institution of Khilafat for as long as Allah wishes.

We know, the first caliph Abu Bakr (R.) took the responsibilities of the caliphate at
the most critical as well as crucial time in the history of Islam. At the time the whole
Muslims territory were in an unstable situation. Disunity among the Muslims, the
rising of the false prophets, and rebellion in the peninsula threatened the existence of
the new born state of Islam and disturbed the peace of the empire. Had there not been
the caliph like Abu Bakr (R.), Islam and Islamic state would not have survived. That
is way W. Muir has said that, “But for him (Abu Bakr) (R.), Islam would have melted
away in compromise with the Bedouin tribes or like earlier still, would have perished
in the throes of its birth”. In consideration of the troubles arising out of the death of
the Prophet and the services rendered by him to the cause of Islam at the critical
moment, Abu Bakr (R.) may rightly be called the savior of Islam. He did not save
only Islam from the disruption but made it a world religion by diverting the attention
of the warring tribes from internal conflict to conquest and glory in the lands of Persia
and of the Byzantine Empire”. Here the scholarly authors mention in brief about the
Abu Bakr’s (R.) contribution to Islam in the chapter Ten.

Umar (R.) was one of those extraordinary personalities approved in history who not
only moulded the destiny of the nation but made history of his own. As a conqueror,
as an administrator and as a state man Umar (R.) deserved to be ranked as one of the
greatest rulers of the Muslim world, or even of the whole world. Here the experienced
authors have successfully been able to provide all the significant reforms and events
of Umar’s (R.) life briefly in chapter eleven.

Uthman (R.), the third caliph of Islam remains as one of the foremost caliphs in the
history of Islam. His reign was specially marked for his expansion of Islamic empire
as well as works of public welfare. However, in this book, the distinguished authors
present an excellent discussion about Uthman (R.) in chapter twelve. And finally, in
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chapter thirteen, the skilled authors talk about the Caliph Ali (R.) and his
contributions to Islam. We know that, Ali (R.) was the model of simplicity and self-
denial. From cradle to the grave he led the simple life of a poor man. Purity of
motives and selflessness were the key-note of his life. He was the commentator of the
holy Qur’an of high standing. In the preservation of Hadith he had a unique position.
That is why he was called the “Gate of knowledge”; his whole life was dedicated to
the service of Allah and his creation.

However, in the book History of Islam: Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) and Khulafae
Rashidin the authors discuss the important events of the prophet and four pious
Caliphs very briefly. Readers of this book would be more benefited if this would be
described in more detail.

Nevertheless, the book “History of Islam: Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) and Khulafae
Rashidin” is a unique one. Here, the author actually wanted to mention about the
messenger of Allah, his life, his meditation, his heroic revolt against the superstitions of
his country and his boldness in defying the furies of idolatry, his firmness in enduring
them for fifteen years in Mecca, his flight, his incessant preaching, his faith in his
success and his extraordinary security in misfortune, his forbearance in victory, his
ambition which was entirely devoted to one idea and in no manner striving for an
empire. His endless prayers, mystic conversation with God, his death and his triumph
after death--all these attest not to an imposture, but to a firm conviction which gave him
the power to restore a belief. No man in the world is greater than Muhammad (SAAS).
The authors have also provided enough relevant significant information about the
extraordinary simplicity, honesty and the colorless lifestyle of the four pious rightly
guided Caliphs from where the present Muslims of the world can learn many things.

Last but not the least the overall assessment of this book “History of Islam: Prophet
Muhammad (SAAS) and Khulafae Rashidin” in its lucidity of language and richness
of materials prompts me to opine that it ranks high in the study of the subject with
new approach and dimension. Readers- both scholars, and learners- will find the book
equally informative and knowledgeable. The book will be worth as a reference for the
researcher. 1 recommend this book to all students of different departments
particularly, Islamic History as well as all the people throughout the world to read this
book. I hope it will be useful equally to all interested in the study of the History of
Islam. The scholarly approach of the authors is highly appreciated. The price of the
book Tk. 250/- BDT is quite a minimum so one can easily have it. We hope the best
circulation of this book in Bangladesh as well as abroad.
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