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trnslation bureau this institution fuctioned as a academy and public library and had a
observatory connected with it.
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Al-Ma’miin encouraged the translation of Greek philosophical and scientific works and
founded an academy called the House of Wisdom (Bayt al-Hikmah) to which the
translators, most often Christians, were attached. He also imported manuscripts of
particularly important works that did not exist in the Islamic countries from Byzantium.
Developing an interest in the sciences as well, al-Ma’miin established observatories at
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which Muslim scholars could verify the astronomic knowledge handed down from
antiquity.”
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The classical works of Greek and other ancient philosopher and scientists might have been
lost to the European it they had not been preserve in the Arabic language through of
wisdom. Muslims translated them and also wrote comments and explanations and added
their own ideas.”
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Bagdad was sacked by the Mongols, the books cast into the Tigris completely covered its
surface, and their ink dyed its waters black, while a far greater number were destroyed by
fire; the public collections of the Moorish Khalifate of Spain were seventy in number ...
The collections of many private individuals were proportionately large. In that of Ibn-al-
Mathran, the physician of Saladin, were ten thousand manuscripts; upon the shelves of
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Four centuries afterwards few books existed in Christian Europe excepting those preserved
in monasteries; the royal library of France consisted of nine hundred volumes, two-thirds of
which were theological works; their subjects were limited to pious homilies, the miracles of
saints, the duties of obedience to ecclesiastical superiors.'®
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Jaber ibne hyan is the first to teach the science chemistry to the world, he is the father of
chemistry.*
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The greatest mathematician of the time, and if one takes all circumstances into account, one
of the greatest of all time was Al Khwarizmi.*
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One of the most famous exponents of Muslim universalism and an eminent figure in
Islamic learning was Ibn Sina, known in the West as Avicenna. For a thousand years he has
retained his original renown as one of the greatest thinkers and medical scholars in history.
His most important medical works are the Qanun (Canon) and the Treatise of Cardiac
drugs. ‘'The Qanunan fi al Tib’ is an immense encyclopedia of Medicine.*
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. Al-Khalili, Jim, Ibid, p.223.
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