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Islam and Gender: The Bangladesh Perspective. By Shah Abdul Hannan.
Dhaka: Bangladesh Institute of Islamic Thought (BIIT), 2016, Pp. 132, ISBN: 978-
084-8471-43-2.

Reviewer: Ehsan Murshed, a teacher-academic-researcher and free lance writer on
Islamic issues. E-mail: ehsanmurshed@gmail.com

Shah Abdul Hannan, ex-Secretary of the Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, social worker, Islamic thinker and a writer of a good number of books on
different Islam-related issues, has made a mark also as a researcher about the
interstices between Islam and gender. While being deeply committed to Islam both at
the emotional and intellectual levels, Shah Abdul Hannan is a man very much in tune
with contemporaneity. Using the major sources of knowledge in Islamic thought like
Nagl (scripture), A’gl (intellect) and following the Islamic framework for dealing with
contemporary challenges and issues, he has sometimes produced intuitively inspired
and inspirational discourses.* The present study, a collection of published articles on
gender balance or equity in Islamic thought, is an instance of this.

! For a concise but comprehensive introduction to Islamic thought which clarifies the basic
epistemological issues very lucidly, the reader can refer to Muslim Philosophy by Saiyed Abdul Hye
(Islamic Foundation Bangladesh, publication: 198). Shah Abdul Hannan, though educated in the
western-inspired general stream of education, has become an authority on different Islamic issues,
because of his strenuous efforts at understanding Islam from authentic sources and reflecting and
searching for intellectually satisfying answers for modern challenges and queries. While, the present
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The book under discussion is a collection of different essays published over more than
two decades. Introduced and followed by two essays written by the two editors, the
book tries to deal with legal, social and cultural aspects of women’s position in Islam.
The essays can also be categorized as theoretical and practical. Some of the essays are
about issues which have been bones of contention between feminists and Muslim
traditionalists, like the issue of grandson’s right to the grandfather’s property. Instead
of going into legal or theoretical hairsplitting, Shah Abdul Hannan has tried to explain
things from a commonsensical point of view, which will appeal to the common
educated and not so highly educated reader, including the Non-resident Bangladeshis.
Some of the essays like the one titled “The Islamic Dress Code”, deals with the issue
in a manner which tries to be aware of the criticisms made of Islam by feminists and
believers in alien ideologies. The essay on the right to maintenance of divorced
women is also noteworthy. The argument that the idea that any divorced woman be
maintained by her former husband, as being undignified for the woman, is very
cogent. The essays on finding solutions to social problems like prostitution, the
proliferation of pornography, the need of keeping a balance between family life and
the demands of a professional carrier for women, are also thought provoking. All
these are treated within the framework of Islam and its laws, values and norms. There
is no doubt that the book will be of immense value to people engaged in Islamic
Da’wah in Bangladesh and the NRB’s.

As with any book written to explain Islam, which is at the same time, areligion, law,
worldview, culture, civilization and perhaps more than al of these combined, one
always feels that certain things remain untold. One thing that can perhaps be added in
the next edition is more references from world and Islamic history. Secondly, there
should be a glossary of the different terms used in the book and their definitions.
Thirdly, a short reading list should be provided for those who would want to go
deeper into the issues. Fourthly, the translation should be upgraded and the many
typos need to be corrected.

The present reviewer thinks the present book is one of the best, if not the best book on
the issue of Bangladeshi women and Islam published in Bangladesh. The Bangladesh
Institute of Islamic Thought (BIIT) and its parent organization the International
Institute of Islamic Thought (111T) deserves to be congratulated for publishing such a

reviewer has points of disagreement on different issues, his relevance as an Idamic thinker in
Bangladesh should be acknowledged by adherents of all the different schools of thought of Islam in
this country.
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book. The two articles at the beginning and the end of the book aso of a very high
standard and clarify many issues. The author, Shah Abdul Hannan, while being
grounded in and committed to Islam, uses his reasoning powers, taking into account
the empirical reality as well as academic and ideological debates centring around the
topic, in avery lucid manner.

It is hoped that with the publication of this trandation into English of the essays of the
author, the wider world become more well acquainted with Bangladeshi Islamic
literature. All kinds of Bangladeshi Muslims, belonging to different schools of Islamic
thought (maslak/mazhab/maktab e fikr) should read the book as it will make them
aware of the intellectua debates between the lovers and detractors of Islam, in
Bangladesh and other countries of the world. It may even enlighten some of the
madrasah educated clerics (Ulama). While, it is true that all the opinions expressed by
the author will be accepted by many a reader, the book is one that one can ignore only
at one’s peril.

Inviting to Islam: Ethics of Engagement, By Hisham Al Talib, Pp. 61,
ISBN: 078-1-56564-659-9.

Reviewed by: Prof. Dr. ABM. Mahbubul Islam, Former Dean and Chairman, Faculty
of Law, ASA University Bangladesh and Bangladesh Islami University and former
faculty member of Internationa Islamic University Malaysia, E-mail:
drislam03@yahoo.co.in

I ntroduction

The size of the book Invitation to Islam: Ethics of Engagement looks like a magazine
which is vertically long. The cover and back page are blended one third with red and
two thirds with black color vertically and title of the book goes on with white and red
and the name of the author on the bottom of the cover page is with while ink on black
background. Altogether the appearance of the book looks nice and presentable.

During his employment as electric and electronic engineer the author fell in love for
da’wah activities. The present book is the outcome of his long term personal
experience of da’wah work in North America. The author claimed that the entire work
is based on Qur’an and sunnah. The write up started with a long introduction
followed by (part) A, B and C, conclusion and glossary. The part A is on
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Fundamentals of Da’wah, part B on Ethics of Da’wah and part C is on Methods of
Da’wah.

Part A: Fundamentals of Da’wah

Upon presenting a longest introduction the author started with Part A. In the
introduction, the author expressed how and why he has written this book. It is, in fact,
the summery of the book as well as the objectives of writing of it that providing a
clear and comprehensive guideline for the da’wah workers so that they can achieve
the expected outcome of their endeavor as per desire.

Part A includes pillars of Isam, tawitd, Islam as a universal religion, Islam as a
comprehensive religion, returning to the main sources, better understanding of faith
and reality. The author is of the view that it is incumbent upon a preacher to possess
sound understanding, deep comprehension and belief in basic teaching of Islam and
fundamentals of the practice of da’wah. In fact, a dENf is to be the upholder of tawhid.
Embracing of Islam itself should be based upon the needs of preaching of it to others.
Significance of belief in the articles of faith carries this message too. As it obliges to
say that Allah is the Creator and Governor of the universe Who Alone deserved to be
worshiped. He has to believe that 1slam the religion of Allah meant for humanity and
it is the final revealed religion. Islam is not only the source of happiness in the life
here and hereafter but it is the way of life too. Islam teaches that mankind belongsto a
single family from the same father and mother, Adam and Eve A.S. Therefore, it is
our duty to call upon them to cooperate in securing peace, spreading freedom of
bondage and liberty. Establishing justice, curbing down crimes, spreading knowledge,
providing childcare, welfare for elderly and needy one, building up friendly and good
neighborly relationship, protecting of environment and honoring treaty and
agreements on the basis on divine law. But in practice, despite having of religion of
unity, having numerous resources many da’wah efforts has fallen short of its goals. It
is, perhaps, for the cause of disunity and lack of cooperation of each others.

Islam is the comprehensive religion, therefore, it should not remain in the ritual only
but extend to transaction, dealing with self development, civilization building process
(as per a DhEriat, 51: 56). Assuch, it is an obligation on each Muslim to take step for
the establishment of Islam in its proper place. Da’wah to be based on Qur’an and
sunnah. As it is in pure Arabic language, therefore, emphasis is to be given on
learning of Qur’anic language. For better understanding of Islam a preacher should
strive for better understanding of how one could embody, embrace and manifest Islam
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holistically in his contemporary life. He must understand the higher objective of law,
understand ongoing reality and jurisprudence of consequences. He must know about
his mission instead of waiting for guided men (Imam mahdi) to come rather aspire for
spreading of the massage of tawlfd —that is the Unity of Allah and continues for
innovative idea without rejecting age-old principles.

Part B: Ethicsof Da’wah

By saying this the author provids importance of rules to be observed by a da’wah
worker. As he wrote, da’wabh is to be given by man to man as man is the best creature
of Allah and among entire mankind the best one is he who has the best character. To
him, embodying and exhibiting example of ethics or character in words and deeds
would in return reflects the positive image, values and principles adopted by
individual and group would naturally reflect the positive image of Islam too. If so, a
da’wah would always be a source of Islam. Bearing in mind that, Islam is the true and
eternal religion of Allah, he should possess them with sole intention of pleasing Allah.
For better result one should remove idleness, selfishness, hypocrisy and so on. He is
to be a model for all thinking that his actions are being viewed in the eyes of others.
He is also required to possess a clean, a sound heart or soul for keeping him
steadfastness and safe from false religiosity. A da’i is to be brave man which is one of
the precepts of good character too. The more courage in da’wah the more opportunity
for success would await for. Moreover, he must be a genuine and strong believer.
None isworthy of doing da’wah work unless heisabeliever.

The other important sub-point he presented is moderation, balance and tolerance: It
means ethics of da’wah requires that a da’wah worker should be a moderate, balanced
and tolerant person at any cost. He wrote, Islam is the moderate religion - meansiit is
neither extremist nor lenient but in between of these two extreme (as per a Bagarah,
2: 143). A preacher must maintain this balance as it the teaching of Qur’an and
sunnah. If so, this would provide him all the support he needs for required effort and
earn the approval of others. A da’wah worker should always be clam and avoid
overreaction in the face of provocation. Equally, he should avoid fanaticism too.
However, zea is not considered as fanaticism (as per a MEidah, 5:77). He should
have positive attitudes. It means, to get the support of the people he should make
things easy for them. Preaching hopefulness, overcome major shortcomings, avoid
conspiracy, be positive on protection of Islam and creating enthusiasm are among his
responsibilities. He should practice humility and humbleness (as per a FurgEn, 25:
63)- as it is a quality of a true servant of Allah. He should possess sincerity and
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correctness in all matters particularly in intention and shun luxury and feeling of
superiority. Appreciation is deserved by him but not the sanctity. It is natural to love
the leaders of Islam but this love should not exceed the limit. For a da’wah worker, he
should not monopolize for his righteousness as he could be so but not to claim for it
(as per d Hujrat, 49: 13).

Part C: Method of Da’wah

How nice and pure the objectives may be yet its success and failure depends on the
adoption and application of right method. The same is the case with da’wah al
Islamiah. In this part the author emphasized on the application of proper method. This
part is placed with seven headings with 41 sub-points. He wrote, objective of da’wah
is constant while the means and method of its implementations are ever changing
based on conditions and development of time and place. His idea of methods are:

1. The clarification of thought. The unity of thought requires having clear and sound
knowledge. As regards their mission, they shoul identify the common ground though
it is the difficult one. However, on common things they can agree upon, because, their
dispute may arise out of misunderstanding and obscure idea, whims and desire. Unity
isto be observed just as disunity to be disowned. Religion and custom and culture are
to be identified and the one is to be honored which are in harmony with holistic and
comprehensive nature of Islam. 2. Unity and clarity to be observed with regard to
methodology. It means rightful methodology is to be observed by all. Etiquette or
manner is to be followed in conducting of dialogue or consultation, clear and precise
language — free of ambiguity and obscurity to be used. 3. Embracing the opinion of
everyone. It means, one group should admit the effort of other groups as all are
having the same objectives. Embracing includes the admission of the aspects as
enshrined in the first universal declaration of human right 1948, appreciate new
converts, look into safe guard of family, affirmation of the status of women, attention
to be paid on youth and energetic one, provide innocent entertainment and sfae
guarding of own homeland. 4. Prioritizing the goal. As each and every da’wah work
has its own set of objectives, then they should focus on relevance, keeping view on
priorities, have to go for gradual progress, going by stages, placing for future, keeping
strategy for responding on attack on Islam, such as defaming the Prophet, his family
members, on Islam and Islamic community as a whole. At al circumstance he is
required to be active and pro-active. 5. Cooperation. It is meant key to success of
da’wah as da’wah is collective responsibility (as per al Maidah, 5: 2). Muslim is
always a group as they are to cooperate and express good will to each others. Success
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of da’wah work requires to have a bond of responsibility, observance of team spirit
and cooperation requires and applicable to both individual and collective level. 6.
Transparency and accountability. It requires expression of shahEdah as Islam begins
with shahadah with the testimony that that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad
is the Messenger of Allah. Bearing of this testimony itself is a sense of transparency
and accountability. Exposure of accountability is to follow frankness, constructive
self-criticism, transparency, constant examination, reformation and rectification. 7.
Institutional work. Da’wah al Islamiah is a monumental task that cannot be done
individually without official or institutional support. By officia support the author
means da’wah by the government in power, if not by individual with institutional
support. Again collectivity must be supported and guide by Qur’an and sunnah.
Da’wabh, to him to be started from where others left off — means with group of experts
in this field. It requires establishment of Islamic research and da’wah institutes where
these are not available. A da’wah worker should respect to those who have
specialization in this field and keep relationship with Islamic organization to have
constant consultation (mushawwarah), so as to encourage critical thinking and
innovative ideas and to respect the opinion of others that may or may not correspond
with their own ideas. Fagade and figureheads are to be avoided in the course of
da’wabh. It is to have relief from dictatorship and mean mindedness in the leadership.
However, peaceful changing of the guards — means leaders are to be observed in case
of necessity so that change could occur in a systematic, satisfactorily, loving and
orderly manner. Finally he suggested that the financial matter to be ensured, because,
dependence on constant donation would not constitute a guaranteed and stable source
of income. Normally setting up of endowment fund could solve this problem. In the
end the author expressed his desire and wishes on da’wah workers, among others, that
there is no force on the face of earth with as much potential as the force that you,
(Islamic da’wah workers), have that can possibly save the humanity- as the objective
of da’wah work is the service of Allah, His religion and creation.

Observation

As a matter of fact, the author made a valuable contribution as regards a guide for
da’wah al Islamiah. This book is to be a good addition to some other books on this
regards as provided by other respected one. It would be an excellent guide for making
da’wah meaningful, excellent and acceptable. However, he has done based on his
long term experience of da’wah in the non Muslim society, therefore, his providing of
method reflects the matching of those western society. My humble feeling is that the
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title of the book should have been with more clear terms than the existing one. As
both ethics and engagement have different connotation. Moreover, he did not clarify
the obvious meaning of them though it has reflected in the discussion. Sever places he
wrote Islam isa universal religion, instead he should write Islam the universal religion
the complete code of life. There was no such mentioning of chapter rather he used A.
B and C in place of part or chapter that made it somehow less academic. Titles of A.
B and C have less matching with subtitles too. Moreover, his biography did not show
his place of origin but date of having Ph.D has shown that by now he is an honorable
senior citizen in his country of work. The other shortcoming is that, it did not mention
the name of the publisher. However, these do not make the work less acceptable.

Concluding remarks

| have the pleasure to admit that reviewing of the book has provided me an excellent
experience as well as resourceful knowledge. Though the write-up is based on
American experiences and American language style yet it provides immense pleasure
for me, and | hope the same pleasure will be provided to the readers as well as
subscribers. It is opined that sooner or later the westerns would be enlightened by
Islam first than the easterners. Therefore, this book shall provide as herald for the
da’wah workers there as well as other parts of the world. To provide guide of da’wah
by one who is an engineer by profession is not a matter of jokes, but Eng. Hisahm Al
Talib made it possible prudently and successfully. His earnest desire of seeing the
da’wah or preaching of Islam as a success has been reflected in each and every phrase
of his writing. He has successfully performed the duty of a certified ‘alim - the
Islamic scholar instead. | believe that this book would play a vital guide, enthusiasm
to the da’wah worker. We pray to Allah Ta’ala for His blessing and mercy for the
author and wish for his long life to put his own method into a success. Equally we
pray for the wide circulation of this book.

Five Pillars of Prosperity: Essential of Faith-based Wealth Building, By M.
Yaqub Mirza, White Cloud Press, Ashland, Oregon, USA, Pp. 145, ISBN: 978-1-
935952-88-6.

Reviewed by: Dr. Meer Monjur Mahmood, Adjunct Faculty, Center of Genera
Education Department, Manarat International University, Gulshan, Dhaka,
E-mail: monjur.nubd@gmail.com



170 BANGLADESH JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC THOUGHT 12(17 & 18), 2016

M. Yaqub Mirzaisthe most prominent real life thinker and writer of Muslim Ummah.
He is doing that very much effectively through his significant contribution Five
Pillars of Prosperity: Essential of Faith-Based Wealth Building. He finds out five
pillars for the prosperity of financial life, i.e. Earning, Saving, Investing, Spending,
Giving and Building Strategies.

The book is written with an introduction, six Pillars (chapters), afterword, resources,
documentary notes, meaningful glossary and a bibliography. The writer tries with his
outstanding approach with asimple and logical synthesis of the two trends and holds a
balanced position between them. He talks about, in the first Pillar (chapter), on
earning. He has discussed plainly the means of livelihood and sustenance on earth, the
social function of wealth, earning money, employment, entrepreneurship, question for
aspiring entrepreneurs, eight qualities of success, and income management. In the
second chapter, he discusses on saving. He also discusses, in the same chapter, on the
way of living debt free life, developing a plan and specific suggestions for saving. In
chapter three, he discusses on investing. He presents a set up on investment strategy, a
consistent approach, an approach of faith based investments, modes of Islamic
financing. He added a note about insurance, Islamic banking in North America and
University Bank. In chapter four, he talks on spending policy. He chalked out a
money spending plan both in individual and family life. It is remarkable that his
planning is a nice combination of faith and demand of earthly life. In chapter five, he
specifies the thoughts on giving in accordance with Islamic Shar’iah law, like,
understanding Zakah and its limit of exemption, calculation, etc. In addition to that he
also included important modern issues i.e. cash and cash equivalents, risk investment-
shares and mutual funds, retirement accounts, life insurance policies and annuities,
etc. In chapter six, he explains key strategies of wealth building. He indicates how
you can grow your assets, wealth preservation strategies, inheritance laws and
common questions, revocable living and irrevocabl e trusts, etc.

The author summarized and claimed about the five-step of financial programs
according to Islamic financia principles—a person’s first financial duty, necessity to
save and to invest, and ways to help the larger community, as per the Islamic
doctrines and practices of Zakah and Sadagah.

He also discusses, in his book, work ethics, the virtues of hard work, being persistent
to achieve results, helping the needy and supporting social services that are in keeping
with one’s faith. He says, Islamic financial principles are based on Shar’iah law.
Islam, perhaps more than any other major religion of the world, sees finance as
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integral with faith. In this regard, for centuries, Muslims all over the world have
directed business enterprises, financed ambitious and innovative projects; traded
across deserts, oceans, and continents, and provided for their families in ways
consistent with Islamic principles. He says, Islamic Shar’iah law is clear on certain
key financial principles, including avoiding debt; neither earning nor paying interest;
and the ethical use of wealth for supporting first oneself and one’s family, then the
larger community.

The approach in this book is faith-based, but one does not need to be Muslim to
utilize this book and benefit from it. At hisintroductory note, author stated the way of
use of this book. So, | think that this book is of utmost importance not only for
Muslim society, but for all. | believe that it will be treated as a handbook of faith-
based prosperity of individual and collective lives.

| would like to come to an end in my write up by the comment of |mam Mohammad
Maged, President, Islamic Society of North America, which is quoted at first in this
book- “Five Pillars of Prosperity is an excellent resource for people of all faiths”. |
strongly believe this book will be life changing for al readers, as it will help them to
understand the basics of finance, Islamic finance, and financia responsibility, leading
to a more fulfilling and prosperous life spiritually and financially.” 1 desire wider
circulation of this book.

Muhammad: The Messenger of Allah, By Abdurrahman al-Sheha, Riyadh:
Conveying Islamic Message Society, 2006, Pp. 108.

Reviewer: Dr. Md. Shayeed Hossain, Lecturer, Department of Islamic History and
Civilization, Asian University of Bangladesh, E-mail: shayeedihc@gmail.com

Muhammad the Messenger of Allah (SAAYS) written by Abdurrahman a-Sheha, is a
knowledgeable publication on the Prophet Muhammad (SAAYS). In thisregard, if | tell
about the author that, has the author any ground of writing about such topic? As far |
know about the author, he has a strong background of writing about Prophet
Muhammad (SAAS). And so, First of all, | must congratulate the writer for choosing
the very exceptional subject and display before us some new information about the
Prophet (SAAS). This is because, as Muslims we must know about Prophet (SAAS).
Without knowing Prophet (SAAS) it is not possible for a man to know about the way
of Islam. Moreover, the distinguish author has selected such a person as a matter of
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discussion that the amighty Allah has chosen him as the last as well as fina
messenger of Him (Allah). Before Muhammad (SAAS) many messenger have been
sent but their activities were limited to particular period of time, particular part of the
world and for the particular tribes but Muhammad (SAAS) has sent not any particular
tribes, particular time, and era but for the whole of humanity. Rather, Muhammad
(SAAS) was amercy sent by Allah to dl peoples regardless of race or faith. In this regard,
Allah mentioned in the Qur’an “we have sent you not but as a mercy for the whole of
mankind” (Qur’an, 21: 107).

This book talks about Muhammad (SAAS), and his beautiful manners. It also brings
to light statements for contemporary figures in Western society, who spoke favorably
of Prophet Muhammad (SAAS). However, the book Muhammad the Messenger of
Allah (SAAYS) is an educated publication on not only for the history but for al the
time being as well as for the all of humanity. It is really an inspiring experience to
come across such a publication on such an important subject relating to the welfare of
our human being. It is massive work and it is really embarrassing with my little
conception to comment on the book particularly at this time when most of us try to
remain ignorant about Muhammad (SAAS).

However, the life of Muhammad (SAAS) is full of countless examples that show his
status as a role model for Muslim societies and individuals. The rich and the
prosperous, the poor and the needy, the ruler and the ruled, the weak and the lonely,
the conqueror and the victorious commander, the teacher and the student, the preacher
and the adviser, the merchant and the craftsman, the superior and the employee, every
sort of person can find truths in Prophet Muhammad’s (SAAS) life that constitute an
example for them to follow.

The book, Muhammad: the Messenger of Allah comprises nineteen points. The
components consist of Terminology used in this book. Here, the writer discusses
about Rubb, Deen and Sal’lal’ laahu a’ laihi wa sal’lam. Next, introduction part, here
he discusses briefly but appropriately about who was Muhammad? (SAAS) and how
he was? What were his characteristics mannerism and ethics? Who is the messenger?
In the section of his lineage, Place of birth and childhood, the author describe shortly
about the Prophet’s ancestry as well as his family background. Later, the description
of Prophet’s (SAAS) place of birth and his childhood were pointed out briefly in a
well manner. We know that, Muhammad (SAAS) characteristics was pure and
stainless and he was a shining example to all the people in the world. His house, dress
and food were characteristics by a rare simplicity. In this context, the writer discussed
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some of Prophet’s manners and characteristics in brief. The manners and
characteristics are, sound intellect, doing things for the sake of Allah, sincerity, good
moral, ethics and companionship, politeness and good manners, love for reformation
and reconciliation, ordering with the good and forbidding evil, love for purification,
safeguarding and minding one’s language, excelling in acts of worship, forbearance
and kindness, good appearance, asceticism in worldly affairs, altruism, strong faith
and dependence on Allah, kindness and compassion, simplification and ease, fearing
Allah, expending generously, cooperation, truthfulness, aggrandizing the limits and
boundaries on Allah, pleasant facial expression, honesty and loyalty, bravery and
courage, generosity and hospitality, bashfulness and modesty, @ mercy and
compassion, perseverance and forgiveness, patience, justice and fairness, fearing
Allah and being mindful of him, satisfaction and richness of the heart and hopping for
goodness even for his enemies.

In the point of statements of justice and equity, the author has provided eight
examples which clearly as well as strictly justified that the proclamations that has
been confirmed by Muhammad (SAAS) surely aswell as truly came from Allah.

Later, it has been discussed about the wives of Prophet (SAAS) and the reasons
behind the marriages of Prophet Muhammad (SAAS). The reason for marriage will
become clear if we study about the historical circumstances when Prophet was 25
years old he married for the first time. His first wife was khadijah (May Allah be
pleased on her), fifteen years older than him and stayed with her the nest 25 years till
her death. If Prophet was physical he did not have to wait until he was more than fifty
years. We know that he Muhammad (SAAS) lived in a society in which it was quite
acceptable to have many wives but the Muhammad (SAAS) remain with only one
wife for 25 years and it’s prove that he did not marry other wives for sexual pleasure
rather he did marry with the view to help the women, with the view to connect the
devoted follower like Abu Bakr (May Allah be pleased with him). Some reasons with
the view to build up bridge with the others tribes. In this regard, the writer has
competent enough and quite doing well to mention here about the reason of Prophet’s
marriages. The writer clearly pointed out that firstly, the Prophet (SAAS) married
those women for religious and legislative purpose. Secondly, the Prophet (SAAS)
married for political reason and for the sake of Da’wah and to invite people to Islam
and to gain the favor of the Arab tribes. And thirdly, the Prophet (SAAS) married for
social reasons.
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After then, the writer has provided some proofs which support the Prophethood of
Muhammad (SAAS). Here he provided proof from the holy Qur’an and sunnah, proof
from previous scriptures, proof from Gospel and finally from intellectual proof.

At the end of this text, the author attached a glossary.

Nonetheless, in the book Muhammad: the Messenger of Allah, the author did not
discuss about some importants events of Prophet. Such as, Hijrat, Madina charter,
treaty of Hudaibiyah, several battles, relations with the non Muslim civilian, conquest
of Mecca and hisfarewell address.

Nevertheless, the book Muhammad: the Messenger of Allah is a unique one. Here, the
author actually wanted to mention who is the messenger of Allah? His life, his
meditation, his heroic reveling against the superstitions of his country and his
boldness in defying the furies of idolatry, his firmness in enduring them for fifteen
years in Mecca, his flight, his incessant preaching, his faith in his success and his
extraordinary security in misfortune, his forbearance in victory, his ambition which
was entirely devoted to one idea and in no manner striving for an empire. His endless
prayers, mystic conversation with God, his death and his triumph after death, all these
attest not to an imposture but to a firm conviction which gave him the power to
restore a belief and no man in the world is greater than Muhammad (SAAS) and no
doubt that he is the messenger of Allah.

Last but not the least the overall assessment of this book in its lucidity of language
and richness of materials prompts me to opine that it ranks high in the study of the
subject with new approach and dimension. Readers, both scholars and learners will
find the book equally informative and knowledgeable. The book will be worthy as a
reference for the researcher. 1 recommend this book to all students of different
departments particularly, Islamic History as well as all the people throughout the
world to read this book. | hope it will be useful equally to al interested in the study of
the history of Prophet Muhammad (SAAS). The scholarly approach of the author is
highly appreciated.



