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Islamization of Attitudes and Practices in Science and Technology
Foyasal Khan"

On 30 September 2015 T East Asia hosted Prof. Dr. M.A.K Lodhi who has recently
retired after having served the Department of Physics in the Texas Tech University
(TTU) for 50 years. He gave a talk on Islamization of attitudes and practices in
science and technology in the dinner discussion. Prof. Lodhi wholeheartedly spoke
about his longstanding career in teaching physics over half-a-century at TTU and how
he became familiar with the idea of Islamization and then significantly contributed to
the Islamization especially in the area of Science and Technology.

In his lecture, Prof. Lodhi highlighted some features from the life of the greatest
Muslim doctor and one of the greatest researches of optics for all times, Ibn al-
Haytham, known in the west as Alhazen, (born c. 965, Basra, Irag—died c. 1040,
Cairo, Egypt). He is known as father of optics and describer of vision theory. He

" Foyasal Khan is PhD Student (Economics), International Islamic University Malaysia (11UM),
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studied Islamic sciences and soon became a mayor of the city of Basra. During this
time, he continued to study, focusing on sciences and other empirical subjects. Al-
Hakim, the caliph in Egypt, invited Ibn al-Haytham to come to Egypt to attempt his
radical idea to dam the Nile. He responded to the call of Al-Hakim as the cost of
sacrificing the post of mayor which shows the thrust of Ibn al-Haytham for
knowledge and scientific advancement in order to solve the pressing problems of the
society. There are many lessons to be learnt from this great mind with respect to
understand the aim in life, responsibility of a Muslim as well as a scientist, adds Prof.
Lodhi.

Then Prof. Lodhi expresses his concern for adopting the secular research model,
followed by one of the developed counties, in most of the Muslim countries. He
argues that this tendency of adaptation is not the right way as this model may be
suitable for a given developed nation from which it is borrowed, may not be
necessarily as effective for the Muslim world. He suggests to implement this model, if
it is borrowed, with proper modification suitable to the Islamic ideological and
governmental objectives and to the needs of the society. He emphasizes on firstly to
understand what research is, how it is carried out in some developed countries, how,
and at what stages the Islamization can be instilled.

In his hour-long talk and subsequent discussions, Prof. Lodhi touches upon a variety
of issues, i.e., dualism in education, basic understanding of Islam, Islamizing
personality and call foe Islamizing ‘Salat’ or prayer. He identified the main causes of
the decline of the Islamic civilization is to close the door of ljtihad- “independent
reasoning” or “the utmost effort an individual can put forth in an activity”. He,
however, called for exercising Ijtihad within the boundaries of core principles of
Islam.

Earlier, at IIT East Asia office, Prof. Lodhi was greeted and introduced to the
audience by Dato Wira Dr. Jamil Osman, Director and Regional Representative, 1T
East and SEA. The dinner and discussion was well-attended by T friends.



