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Introduction to Legal Theories: Basic Jurisprudential Studies

By Prof. Dr. Md. Maimul Ahsan Khan, Publisher : Bangladesh Institute of Islamic Thought
(BIIT), Published : 2014, ISBN : 978-984-8471-25-8, Page : 784

We have had the privilege of going through the most recent work, alaw book (2014), of Prof.
Dr. Maimul Ahsan Khan, an accomplished and innovative author and law professor from
Bangladesh, on legal theories titled “Introduction to Legal Theories : Basic Jurisprudential
Studies” published by Bangladesh Institute of Islamic Thought (BIIT) as text as well as
reference book primarily on legal theories with some special emphasis on Islamic
Jurisprudence. This book istargeted law students of all kinds.

However, its rich materials are equally important for sociologists with specia interests in
legal studies. Philosophers and political thinkers would find the book enormously important
for their students. The entire book has been written by using an interdisciplinary method of
study that gloss over many legal, political, socia, philosophical, reigious, criminal, and
cultural issues that we need to dea everyday life for educational purposes and their wider
implications. As a result the book by its own right can claim a close attention from law
students, teachers, social activists, political thinkers, human rights activists and so forth

A good number of books on the same subject have already been written in different parts of
the world. Then anyone may ask what the necessity of this book is. In our judgment we can
find at least two distinguishing features of this work, which has truly made it unique :
(i) explaining legal theories in the context of Bangladesh and Muslim political thoughts and
(i) explaining legal theories and modern political doctrines by juxtaposing them with Islamic
postulates and Islamic legal and political theories.

The book begins with an introduction which, though in a brief stature, very cogently explains
what purposes it wants to serve. Apart from what traditional roles the books on legal theories
serve (for example- chapter five of this book very lucidly explained the concept of Hard
Positivism and took us through the propositions of positivists from Jeremy Bentham to John
Austin; chapter six focused on soft positivism; chapter ten explained the jurisprudential
concept of rights and duties; chapter twenty seven elaborated the concept of pure theory of
law with specific emphasis on the works of Immanuel Kant, Frederick Hegel and Hans
Kelsen; chapter twenty eight covered the Dream Theory of Ronald Dworkin based on his
famous works Law’s Empire, Taking Right Seriously, Life’s Dominion, and A Matter of
Principle; chapter twenty nine elucidated the concept of Natural Law Theory), this book
attempts to compare the modern legal theories with the doctrine of Islamic Jurisprudence
refuting the arguments of many authors and critics who “seriously argue that modern legal
theories cannot be compared with the doctrines of Islamic Jurisprudence” as the author puts.

Where the importance of reading this book on jurisprudence and legal theories lies can be
ascertained from the assertion of the author in pages 3 & 4 of this book:

“... Today’s legal act might be a tomorrow’s illegal act. Today’s constitutional amendment
might be illegal one tomorrow. The entire legal regime and system might collapse tomorrow.
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But you will be standing firm with your jurisprudential conscience to bring a new climate of
legality and morality for the entire society or state... The book has tried to juxtapose many
ideas about legal theories of al kinds. However, Islamic legal theories in some cases received
aspecial attention to examine the validity of this or that norms claiming to be perpetua for al
generations to come...”

The author tries to draw the readers’ attention to the reasons behind the misconceptions about
Islamic legal theories on the one hand. On the other hand, the author invites people with any
good or moral sense to examine the Western legal theories, which are out there with all of
their dichotomies and paradoxes from which we cannot escape either as we share this earth as
our home.

The author tries his level best to demonstrate that legal positions prescribed by the primary
and the secondary sources of Islam are quite distinct and room for manipulation with the basic
Islamic legal doctrines is not that wide at all. The ugly and dangerous onslaughts on Islamic
and oriental legal theories are often remained unaddressed and deserve to be examined
criticaly, but surely objectively.

The book is quite a big in volume having 784 pages stretching over 35 chapters. Apart from
what is stated in the introduction to the book, if one also goes through the first chapter of the
book, it may become amply clear what the book aims at and what purposes it wants to serve.

The author made it abundantly clear that a legal theory is not just a collection of legal or
moral rules; it is rather something more and something which involves many doctrinal and
non-doctrinal issues at the same time.

The author dedicated quite a substantial portion of the chapter in explaining Islamic legal
theory and jurisprudence and tried to explain why Islamic ideals are not out dated and why we
should approach to them to find better alternative to the solutions of many mundane
problems. In doing so the author referred to the verse of the holy Quran and explained various
aspects from the life of the holy Prophet (SAAS) as he did in different parts of the book.

The author wishes Islamic legal standards “to be nurtured on regular basis in every walk of
public and individual life” because, as the author believes, “Islamic legal standards are so
diverse in nature and divine in spirit that Islam can turn any barbaric and unjust society or
state into a humane community with high spiritual values ...” (p 11). Again the author
reminded the Mudlims that Islam cannot be imposed and in fact, it is the obligation of atrue
Muslim “to protect the life, honor and properties of any person he or she is in contact with” (p
12). The author also made it clear that “the book does not have any agenda to propagate any
sectarian or nationalistic norms or values”, rather “it has explored different avenues of
bridging between conflicting parties over legal theories, religious issues and materia
interests” (p 15).

What madethe book Unique!

Apart from what has already been mentioned earlier, if we want to appreciate what made the
book really different from other existing books on the same subject, then the following
distinguishing features of the book may be mentioned :
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The book tries to demonstrate the comparison between and among various
jurisprudential theories from practical and philosophical aspects. It also tries to
emphasi ze on the influence of the moral and ethical postulates on law, palitics, rule of
|aw, and constitutionalism.

Most of the available text books on jurisprudence in Bangladesh are very much
traditional and they have established the trends of copying and pasting from the original
books of some colonid jurists and/or self-proclaimed speciaists of Jurisprudence.
Therefore, the students, teachers, practitioners or any knowledge seekers of
jurisprudence have been practically enduring troubles to deal with the vast majority
books that are available here in our country and beyond. In contrast to that dichotomy,
this book has certainly overcome this irrationa and unnecessary baggage of our
colonial past.

The author tried his utmost to analyze all theories from practical perspectives to
enlighten the minds of law students and professionals to examine the credentials of
some famoius legal theories and jurists. The comprehensive interpretation of law and
morality enhanced the arena of the theoretical aspects of law and how can we try to
converge many legal and moral duties which discharging our professional duties as a
teachers, educators, and upholders of public morals and decencies.

While accommodating many important aspects Islamic jurisprudence and Legal theory,
the book in most of its chapters has also compared them with the existing modern legal
theories to demonstrate the competitiveness of their endeavors to face challenges of life
and society at large.

Further, national and international laws have been defined and analyzed from
jurisprudential perspectives. Political analyses and systems of governance like
democracy and socialism along with Islamic one have aso been discussed in great
length in this book from jurisprudential perspectives.

As mentioned earlier, a good number of chapters (e.g., chapter one, seven, eleven,
twelve, thirteen, fourteen, twenty six, thirty, thirty one, thirty two) of this book have
been written from Islamic perspective. Further, the rest of the chapters also have
Islamic orientation in this way or the other. For example- in chapter four (focused on
Positive Morality) while criticizing the concept of legal monism, the author maintained
that Islamic legal theories have aways been in favor of a judicial system based on
Judicia Pluralism (p 63); in chapter five (focused on hard positivism) the author said
that there is no positive or natural law in Islam rather a universal law to be followed by
the entire Muslim world.

The book used number of relevant graphs, charts and tables throughout the book (e.g.,
pages 85, 89, 104, 132, 171, 193, 324, 457, 525, 587, 609, 707, 715) clarifying various
complex theories of jurisprudence and legal theory, which, we believe, would definitely
help the reader grasp the complex jurisprudential conceptsin an easy way.

Apart from what a book on jurisprudence and legal theory does, the book also tried to
cover some topics on criminology like what will make society good and governance
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honest (chapter 9), theories of punishment with specific emphasis on deterrence,
retributive and reformative theory and issues of reformation (chapters 13, 14 and 15),
law and sociology (chapter 22) etc.

Readers, especialy the students, are going to enjoy reading the book because of its
logical presentation, easy language, written from Islamic perspective, and in the context
of countries like Bangladesh, combined both jurisprudence and legal theories,
encompassed pressing issues like unilateral power of divorce by Muslim husbands (p.
296), introduction of uniform family code for people of al religious denominations (p.
288), issues relating to environment , economics (chapter twenty), capitalism and so
forth.

Holding free, fair and credible election and transfer of power from one government to
another is a big challenge of the day in many parts of the world including Bangladesh.
The author stressed that economic emancipation, exoneration from a dave like state of
the people, and good governance are conditions precedent to election and a free, fair
and credible election for continuation of democracy and democratic process without the
fulfillment of those conditions will tantamount to mockery. Further, the author instead
of over emphasizing on political reforms advocated for effecting reforms in the
educational, judicial and legal arenain the Muslim countries (p. 656).

This book attempts to figure out the causes of failure of socialist systems of law. The
author pointed out that the causes of failure of the socidist legal, political, and
economic systems were not confined to some structured legal factors, rather, as the
author put, “socialism failed because of communist ideals failed to take the spiritual and
moral dimensions of human identity into consideration... (p. 653)".

The author seems to have covered amost every facet of human life and society. As the
book proceeds on, he appears to be an Islamic analyst, jurist, social scientist, political
scientist, environmentalist, and after all, a humanist of universa character to make
peace with all kinds of political and religious adversaries and opponents based on
universal values of human rights..

This book has taken bold stance on dispelling longstanding Islamic misconception on
different issues. For example- the author has been very critical about harsh punishment
like stoning to death which has been in practice in some parts of the Muslim world. He
maintains that “stoning to death has no place in any Islamic form of punishment for any
crime whatsoever” (p 260).

Limitations of the book

In spite of having a great many positive things, still the book suffers from few limitations
which, we think, may put a question mark with regard to its standard. We have noticed the
following limitations of the book:

This book may at least be divided into three parts : (a) Comparison between the
Islamic jurisprudence and legal Theory. (b) Analysis of the Lega theories;
(c) Globalization, International law and Politics: Jurisprudential Analysis. So,
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accommodation of different concepts into one volume may appear confusing for
many.

ii.  The book appears to be very volumous, the reading through of which may be quite
difficult for beginners.

iii.  Without providing the general discussion of the theory, the discussion on comparison
between theories was not wise in this book, as the elementary reader could not
understand the comparison from the preliminary reading.

iv.  Diagram used in various theories was not properly placed and analyzed. The
discussion and diagram sometimes are not related to each other.

v.  While going through the book we have noticed that some of the footnotes have not
been inserted in appropriate places. This book could be more acceptable to the readers
if more footnotes could be accommodated. Further, we have aso noticed that the
index of the book has not been well thought and organized.

We bdlieve, had the author been adequately assisted in this regard, the work could have been
much better than what it is now in terms of standard. We sincerely expect that the author will
adequately be assisted in this regard while bringing out the next edition of the book.

Our suggestions

For further improvement of the book, we would like to put forward the following suggestions
for the author and the publisher :

The book tried to cover jurisprudential thoughts both from modern as well as Islamic
perspectives, which, many may identify as the positive side of the book but again there are
many, especidly the students, who may lose themselves while venturing through the book
because of wide juxtaposition of the two perspectives. So, we would like to propose for taking
one comprehensive approach, i.e. Islamic jurisprudential approach, as the author tried to
emphasis on this throughout the book.

i.  Thebook to agreat extent tried to posture an Islamic orientation of the jurisprudential
studies, but the title of the book as it goes “Introduction to Legal Theories: Basic
Jurisprudential Studies”, does not reflect the content, spirit and intention of the author
to its proper sense. So, we think the name of the book could have been like
“Jurisprudence in Modern and Islamic perspectives” or like kinds.

ii.  The greater use of Quranic verses and the Ahadith of the holy Prophet could have
given the book a greater acceptability as abook on Islamic jurisprudence.

lii.  Some of the chapters appear to be not properly substantiated by information, facts and
figures which have the potential of giving rise to doubts to the readers especialy the
students. For example- the chapter on independence of judiciary has demonstrated the
independence enjoyed by the Muslim Kadis (Judges) in the earlier days of history but
it should have been substantiated by more authentic facts and figures from the annals
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of glorious Islamic history in Arabia, Persia, Ottoman empire, and Indian Mudlim
legacy. Readers may ask question why even the constitutional guarantee of
independence does not ensure any creditable independence to our judiciary. Author
could give us some cluesto this vital query of all concerned quarters.

Finally, we would like to take the privilege of congratulating Prof. Maimul Ahsan Khan for
undertaking such a daunting work that definitely a original contribution to jurisprudential
studies and criminology. The pages of the book give a taste of meeting a new breed of legal
philosopher, political scientist, and social and human rights activist. We wish the author a
sound, peaceful and prolonged life and sincerely wish a widespread readership of the book.
We are fully convinced that this book will be “helpful for any student, teacher, lawyer, social
and human rights activists with a mind of inquisitiveness” as the author rightly puts. But one
prerequisite is that the reader needs to be “open-minded to any new legal ideas or means”.

Nurul Islam, PhD
Professor of Mathematics, University of Dhaka

Md. Abbas Uddin
Lecturer, Dept. of Law, Green University of Bangladesh

Muslim Contributionsto World Civilization

Edited by M. Basheer Ahmed, Syed A. Ahsani and Dilnawaz A. Siddiqui, Publisher : 11T and
and The Association of Muslim Socia Scientists (USA), Published : 2005, ISBN : 1-56564-
410-7 (Paper back), 1-56564-411-5 (Hard back), Page: 151

A total of eight world famous contributors from different dimensions highlighted the extent of
‘Muslim Contributions to World Civilization’ to furnish this precious publication. The
primary goal of this Volume was to give readers a brief introduction to the intellectual history
of Muslims and their contributions to civilization as mentioned in the preface by the chief
editor professor M. Basheer Ahmed.

Civilization is the result of human efforts that started from the very beginning of human
existence in the world. Since time immemorial, in many ages human society collectivity have
woven the fabric of civilization in a manner that each of them made its own unique
contribution so far. The Middle Age, generally regarded as the ‘Dark Age’ by the west, as
because of its unproductiveness and most conflicting history between the European Church
and State. But in the contrary from the Islamic and Muslim Historical point of view, the age
between 700 to 1500 of Christian Era was the ‘Golden Age’ of the human history. The
articles accommodate in this book highlight a few of contribution that Muslim scholars made
in the various fields of human endeavor like science, technology philosophy, social sciences
and other fields over through the Islamic rules (seventh to fifteenth centuries). These
breakthroughs went on to constitute a firm foundation for progress in the Near East, North
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Africaand Spain and eventually leading to the European Renai ssance during the middle of the
second millennium and beyond (Basheer, 2005).

During the height of the Islamic Era, the world witnessed a mgjor development of philosophy
and political thought, science and mathematics, geography and astrology. As a result of the
extent of the rapidly expanding Islamic empire, Muslim scholars inherited the knowledge of
nearly all of the other hitherto major civilizations, like ancient Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek,
Persian and Indian. Caliphs and the scholars made the highest efforts to translate the sources
into Arabic and then initiated further research and analysis. Thus not only the Muslim
scholars and rulers learn and preserve the knowledge of antiquity but also made their own
critical observations and original research, which added a vast treasure of new scientific
knowledge in the discipline of science and mathematics, medical science, philosophy, history,
astronomy and so on.

The project titled “Muslim contributions to World Civilization” covers a wide range of areas,
including Muslim contributions to political system, social sciences, humanities, jurisprudence,
medical sciences and specially the impact of Islam on the West. In the first writing ‘what the
West has learned from Islamic civilization’ distinguish Islamic scholar AbdulHamid
AbuSulayman stresses to establish harmony and peaceful co-existence of Islam and
Chridtianity, the two greatest religions of the Abrahamic legacy, have made significant
contribution of human civilization. At this juncture, he urged, when our world is akin to a
global village, an understanding of the common origins of al faith communities, specially the
two largest ones is absolute by essential to restore humankind to its logical and surviva
Senses.

A measure of desperately needed crass cultura harmony can be accomplished by a better
understanding of the contributions that numerous scholars and followers of those great
religions have made throughout history. Recognition of their sincere dedication to pristine
spiritual, moral and ethical values and an emulation of their legacy can certainly help to
achieve the worthy goal of global peace and justice - he expects.

In the title ‘Overcoming the Religious-Secular Divide : Islam’s Contributions to Civilization’
by Louay M. S&fi in chapter 2, also pointed out that the future of human civilization is
directly linked to our ability to learn from the historical experiences of both Islamic and
Western civilization and our willingness to build on the accomplishments of both. In a view
to overcoming the religious secular divide, writer highlights the points like Religion- Politics
Interplay, The Origins and Degrees of Secularism, Religion and the State in Musdlim Society.
The Formation Principles of the Madinan State, Religion and State in Historical Muslim
Society, Differentiating Civil Society and the State and Islam, Civil Society and the State;
where he suggested the civil society by freeing from the heavy hand of the state, and by
extending individual liberties to the communities and recognizing the moral autonomy of
socia groups under the Islamic conception of law would have the capacity to legidlate their
internal morality and affairs in their communities.

Syed A Ahsani’s article outlines Principles of the Islamic Political System with a case study
of Al-Mawardi’s paradigm. Following Western domination of the Muslim countries, Islamic
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thinkers have reacted on three different levels to comparative political systems, he observed.
First, the apologists have advocated the adoption of the Western model of democracy.
Second, the traditionalists have argued that this policy would lead to secularization, thus,
compromising Islamic values. Lastly, the moderates have stressed the middle-of-the-road
position benefiting from Western learning as the lost heritage of Islam, yet the same time
observing the fundamentals of Islamic Shari’ah (Islamic Law). Al-Mawardi, a great Islamic
thinker of the Middle Age, criticized the established practice that Shar’ah by itself was a
sufficient yardstick for justice. His greatest contribution was the introduction of the concept of
political justice into the Shari’ah, he added.

Peter M. Wright compares and contrasts the contemporary legal systems prevailing in Europe,
the Americas and in the former European colonies with the principles or Islamic Shari’ah, in
chapter -4, “Intellectual History of Euro-American Jurisprudence and the Islamic Alternative’.
He stressed that the Western legal system have ‘evolved in specific historical contexts and
culturad milieus. Nevertheless, they share certain common presumptions that are rarely
articulated or exposed to critical scrutiny’.

Dilnawaz. A. Siddiqui in his writing in chapter -5 titled, ‘Middle Eastern Origins of Modern
Sciences’, traces the roots of an explosion of knowledge which look place in the entire
Muslim world from the late Umayyad Ere through the Abbaside Era and into the fifteenth
century.

M. Basheer Ahmed in chapter 6 highlighted broadly the contributions are made by the
Muslim physicians and other scholars over the Muslim Eras titled, ‘Contributions of Muslim
Physicians and other Scholar : 700-1600 AC’. The writer denoted the cause behind the efforts
are made by the Muslim scholars to explore all sorts of knowledge of the universe only to
obey the commandments of the Qur’an and the Prophetic sayings for seeking knowledge, and
studying the nature to discover the signs of Creator, which thus inspires human intellectua
growth. But in the long, run major reason for the decline in the scientific achievement in the
Muslim world was the Muslims’ gradual loss of interest in the scientific subjects.

Mohammad Sharif explores ‘The Feasibility of an Islamic Economic System in a Modern
Economy’ in his writing in chapter 7 of this book. Through an analytical deliberation, the
author established the feasibility of the Islamic economic system over the modern economy,
where he discussed fundamental Principles of the Islamic System, Islamic Economic System,
Poverty and Distribution Inequity in the USA, Islamic Solution to Poverty and Inequality in
the United States. Finally, he concluded the chapter by emphasizing that the Islamic economic
system in not only feasible in a modern economy, but indeed is also the answer to its
problems.

In chapter 8, Abdul Hameed M. Bashir continues efforts to proof the strength of Islamic
economy where he tries to find out, how can Islamic financid institutions bridge the gap
between religious constraints and financia regulations of the United States.

In the conclusion of the review, it could be expressed hope that being the joint effort of the
two international Musdlim organizations International Institute of Islamic Thought (111T) and



Book Reviews 185

The Association of Mudim Social Scientists (AMSS) USA and being standard and
authenticated, no doubt, the book would be regarded as the sign and source of further
inspirations for the Mudim intellectual as well as the students and researchers of open minded
irrespective of regions and religions over the world. | wish wide spread circulations of this
highly precious publication.

Md. Rafiqul 1slam, PhD
Professor of Political Science
Naogaon Government College

Women in Shri’ah

By Abdur Rahnan |. Doi, Publisher : A. S. Noordeen, Kuala Lumpur, Published : Fifth
Edition 2006, ISBN : 967-9963-34-9, Page : 217

Professor Abdur Rahman |. Dai is a contemporary thinker and forecaster of Mudlim Ummah.
He is a man of extra-ordinary merit raised in an Islamic environment. He has obtained his
degrees from home (India) and abroad. Professor Doi had taken place of Sir Dr. Muhammad
Igbal at Cambridge University after his departure. He carries on his whole life as a teacher
and a notable researcher of renowned universities and research institutions over the world.
And the book, Women in Shariah, is one of hisinfluential contributions. This book is not only
for a group of people but also amodern analytical exchange of ideasfor al. It isimportant for
a reader as the theme and argument of this is very usual and its language is simple and
straightforward too.

Professor Doi has chapterised his book into twelve. There is a rich note and wide
bibliography at the end of this book. The writer makes an effort with his extraordinary
approach to a creative synthesis of position of women in Islamic Shariah. In accordance of his
writing, he talks about, in the introductory chapter, status of women in the Qur’an and Sunnah
in brief. He rightly proved that the position of Islam about women is the most unbiased,
justified, and acceptable for al concern. The second chapter he discusses on present women
position and their multipurpose role in family and society viz guidelines of Islam to show
activities and performance in family and society, to express and expose own personality, to
maintain socia behavior and hospitality, to involve in societal work and community welfare,
mosque, etc. Briefly, he clarifies the status and concerns of women in society in various
aspects. In chapter three, he thrashes out very simply on marriage and sexual relationship in
accordance of Idamic direction. In a nutshell, we may say, he discusses on marriage as a
socio-religious contact on the basis of equity, process and steps, duties and responsibilities
among concern, prohibition and approval to selecting couple, and ban and recognition of
marriage—marriage with a Polytheist, marriage with a Women of the Book, marriage with
Sabian and Magain women, performing Muslim marriages officially, etc.
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In chapter four, he discusses on polygamy. He writes on polygamy in the light of Qur’an and
Sunnah in detail. On this point, he tries to present the causes of limited consent to and
rationalization of polygamy in different time and places, a short comparative discussion on
polygamy on various aspects, polygamy as a sociological issue in Africa, the put into practice
of polygamy by the Prophet (SAAS), views of Muslim, non-Muslims and two Muslim women
scholars. At the same time, he has conferred on polygamy and misunderstandings centering it
with his strong argument. In chapter five, he has discussed on divorce in the light of Islamic
Shariah. Professor Doi has presented a comprehensive picture on it. He notes down on the
divorce before the advent of Islam and its method, divorce in Islam and its kinds, right and
wrong way of implementation, re-marriage, maintenance, orphans and their guardianship, etc.
At atime, he clarifies to reader some Arabic terminology very ssimply. Like, Talag, Fask,
Tahlil or Halala, Khula, Iddah, Nafagah, Rada’a, etc. In the chapter six, he writes on zina or
illicit sexual intercourse, punishment and its method of execution in the light of Islamic
Shariah law, etc. In chapter seven, he talks about and gives solution of Islam to the family
planning and abortion as a modern issue. In chapter eight to ten, he nicely discusses on
equality of legal and prime rights for women in Islam, namely, right of education, right of
politics, right of wealth, employment, trading, welfare work, Mahr (Dowry), femae
inheritance, etc. In chapter eleven, he has given an idea about feminism in Muslim countries,
(i.e.) Egypt, Turkey and Iran. In chapter twelve, he has bestowed an epilogue on Qur anic
Guidance for Mudim Men and Women. Last of al, the author presents rich notes and
bibliography for reader.

Professor Abdur Rahman 1. Doi has written down the book from first to last with immense
scholarship. It is to be treated as a useful handbook by those who try to find out the position
of women in Islamic Shariah in brief. There is an especia characteristic, it is comprehensive
from subjective discussion, comparative from earliest and modern concept, and based on the
Islamic Shariah, but its discussion is extraordinarily rational. There is no sign of narrowness
from any corner. He effectively sketched an actual picture of women in Islamic Shariah.
Every person who reads will be able to get accurate message of Islam on it. Consequently, we
consider that this book is able to answer questions raised by both general readers and
researchers. | ought to wish wider circulation of this book.

Meer Monjur Mahmood, PhD
Researcher and writer
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All Praisebeto Him

By Abdul Mannan Syed, Translated by M Harunur Rashid, Publisher : Shamabesh,
Published : 2012, ISBN : 978-984-8866-56-6, Page : 98

‘All Praises be to Him’ is M Harunur Rashid’s translation of Abdul Mannan Syed’s collection
of poems ‘Shakal Prashangsha Taar’ containing in total 39 sonnets where Abdul Mannan
Sayed’s sudden feelings against a sudden revelation of spirituality at his age of 50 flare up.
This revelation and his emotional and worldly experiences of 50 years at last helped Mannan
Syed feel and understand “life’s spontaneous flowering’: Avwgl &z U2 Gikd 27 [
(From Stage to Stage). Harunur Rashid translates the expression as ‘I too have known life’s
spontaneous flowering’, where the phrase ‘spontaneous flowering’ adds a new dimension to
the trandated expression making it poetic. Thus in the English texts Professor Harun chooses
the best possible equivalents rendering, without missing, the sense, and creating the appeal
related to the sense of the Bangla poems.

The poet has experienced an extraordinary spiritual revelation. The poems in ‘All Praises be
to Him’ read the poet’s intense spiritual love and devotion to Allah resulted from his new
awakening of the revelation. His fedlings and experiences about the revelation are given voice
in three phases. The poems of the first phase speak out his submission to Allah and his
messenger, the next one his love and respect for the prophet’s companions, and the third one
the revelation of the spiritual to him. The poem titled a1 disentangles how in some rare
moments of feeling common everyday phenomena e.g. ‘darkness’ provide the speaker with
extraordinary spiritual experience.
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(Only today have | noticed how darkness

Curl up itstwo black wings;

Unwittingly with folded hands | offer a prayer

When light isfalling like a mountain spring on the milk-white day.)

Trandating poems fraught with spiritual experience demands a very good subject area
knowledge of the translator. The translator of Mannan Syed’s book %=1 e ©1F, Professor
Harun, has written extensively about the religious philosophy of Syed Rashid Ahmed
Jaunpuri (RA), a Sufi saint. He has the sense and sensibility to share the spirituality
experienced by Abdul Mannan Syed in this collection of poems. As aresult, he has properly
conveyed the experience and feelings expressed in the origina poems to the trandated
English poems. For example, the poem s+ reads :

By Wi
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Professor Harun’s English rendering reads :
Only | think
Where am | going, what destination, O Omniscient!
Only | see - the sun rays, the cars, the sky and the pain
In all these an eternal spirit is quivering,
All animals, birds and things have raised their handsin prayer
‘Allahu Allahu’ — there’s just one chorus ringing out loud.

Here, nothing is missing of the message of the original poem because of the translator’s
subject area knowledge, i.e. Sufism and spirituality. This ‘subject area knowledge’ is,
according to Johnson and Whitelock (1987), one of the five distinct kinds of knowledge
necessary for a good translator. The four other distinct kinds of knowledge are : ‘target
language (TL) knowledge; text-type knowledge; source language (SL) knowledge; and
contrastive knowledge’. As “Translation is the expression in another language (or target
language) of what has been expressed in another, source language, preserving semantic and
stylistic equivalences” (Dubois, J. et al 1973. Dictionnaire de linguistique. Larousse, Paris.),
though a total equivalence is simply impossible, a good translator must know a) how
propositions are structured (semantic knowledge), b) how clauses can be synthesized to carry
propositional content and analyzed to retrieve the content embedded in them (syntactic
knowledge) and c) how the clause can be redlized as information-bearing text and the text
decomposed into the clause (pragmatic knowledge). Lack of knowledge control in any of the
three cases would mean that the translator could not translate. Without (a) and (b), even literd
meaning would elude the translator. Without (c), meaning would be limited to the literal
(semantic sense) carried by utterances which, though they might possess formal cohesion
(being tangible realizations of clauses), would lack functional coherence and communicative
value. Professor Harun has got the first hand semantic and syntactic expertise of the target
language (i.e. English), as he stayed and run his undergraduate and post-graduate studies in
Cambridge and got the first hand knowledge of that culture and cultural expressions.
Moreover, as a professor of English literature he is familiar with the genre.

As we have already seen in the trandated texts of the excerpts quoted above, language of the
tranglation is lucid and nowhere does it lose its readability. The poem ‘Lord of the Universe’
presents unparalleled rendering of the Bangla poem =gz & =I'&71fS=, where the poet has
used few rhetorical expressions. The last two lines of the first stanza of the poem are:
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T € Ny e ol Siieeey (or=iee -
G~ SIF T AN N QTN
Heisin everything, invisibly immanent
Yet He’s above all his creation.

Most of the lines are smple expressions of emotions and experiences. About our destination
the poet says, CXETITET e 20 SN AT ©IF Fe= e 1 (When life’s play is done, We all
return to Him.). The speaker then suggests how to get Him : ©ItF (°ite =@, &7, & I@T
OIS 2m!

Open up, O my gladdened heart if you want to have Him.

The line of ‘All Praise be to Him’ S5ta< SeTCEFal 5 ©IF S 1CReTC is rendered perfectly as
‘His will makes the stars and the orbs move’. Here though the image of the finger is missing,
the meaning of the image is rendered successfully. Likewise, the rendering ‘His halo
outshines the sun and the moon.” outshines the original line ST STl TR-X-SRIA R
g, though the first three lines of the middle stanza miss many of the images. Sometimes
some of the images are missing in the translation. The sound image 793 of the line (I
T TR A9 ToT FEHE in T is missing in the translation “Fairy-like the fountains flow’.

However, in most cases Prof Harun has excelled in rendering the Bangla images into English.
For example, in Mannan Syed’s line S/ GIISICE SISl 319 #{=ie (iR there is no sound
image, but the alliteration of Gt suggests a sound image. Prof Harun trandates theline :

We are maddened bees humming around
Aninvisible hive

The sound image ‘humming’ in the translated verse along with alliteration of h sound renders
the Bangla verse in its full dimension and appeals to our auditory sense. Thus sometimes he
has used extrawords for retaining suggestion of the original verse.

Rhetorical expressions such as similes and metaphors are trandated in such a way that they
bring the same image to the English text. So we may expect that the same suggestion of the
Bangla text would be produced by the trandation. For example, the line Tt&d (AFIE ST
TSI ST gfoel in T is translated as ‘Dressed like fish, they emit an angelic halo’.

The sound and rhythm created by words in a poem is very significant, and this is amost
impossible to retain in the translated poem, because any two languages have different sound
patterns. For example, in Jibananda Das’s ‘Banalata Sen’ the description of hair :
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Along with the blackness of hair, this line gives the idea of long, wavy and rippling hair by
the alliteration of i sound. What is said without saying is the poetry here and that has been
untrandatable in English translations available. One of the renderings of the lineis asfollows.

‘Her hair was full of the darkness of a distant Vidisha night’

It has only been able to catch the colour of the hair. A possibility of retaining the origina
suggestion in the rendering popped up, but was throttled by the use of the word “full’.
However, though retaining the original sound image is impossible, sometimes we may create
a near perfect image, as we find in Professor Harun’s rendering of Mannan Syed’s poems :

GBI B (oIt oI #1%® Tetem | (Teore)
(Up above, the star-studded night hangs low,
The blue stretches to the farthest firmament.)
The alliteration of i and Z sounds in the first line is rendered by st, t, and n sounds. The

aliteration of the f sound in the second line in English has rendered the sense of the distance
of the horizon.

All the poems in this book are sonnets in form and maintain certain rhyme schemes. Most of
them are meaning oriented where poetry is created by the suggestiveness of meaning of the
texts. So preserving meaning and its suggestiveness should be the only aim of the translator of
these poems. May be, for the sake of meaning and suggestions the trandator has totally
avoided the rhyme scheme in the translation. Line length and punctuation are aso ignored in
most cases for the same purpose. However, the speech rhythm maintained in the Bangla texts
is retained in the translated texts. Look, the Sufistic description of God in ‘Light upon Light’,
where poetry liesin deep observation and the simplicity of expression :

Light upon Light,

Light burns within Light

Celestial eternity in Glass

Who gives light to the world, the heavens
And the creation at large,

Sacred Light keeps emitting light without fire.

Thus rarely missing the sense and appea of the origina poems the trandated poems in
professor Harun’s “All Praises be to Him’ let the readers taste the pleasure of the experience
they are supposed to get from the origina text.

Ali Azgor Talukder
PhD Researcher
University of Malaya, Malaysia



Book Reviews 191
Sacred Economics : Money, Gift & Society in the Age of Transition

By Charles Eisenstein, Edition : Evolver Editions, California, US, 2011, ISBN : 978-1-58394-
397-7, Page : 69, Price: $17.35 (paperback)

It is not uncommon in the study of economics to identify the weakness of the modern
economy by focusing on how the money, accumulation of wedth, and mobilization of factors
of production promotes unfair distribution and inefficient allocation in the society. This book
reflects on this discussion with incisive analysis of the inherent sliding of the society from the
something sacred that was characterized by cooperation, mutual exchanges and high degree of
solidarity among the people in the society. As a graduate in the fields of Philosophy and
Mathematics from Yale University, Eisenstein brought up deeper meaning and purpose of
life that collectively constitute a sacred society-- meant to find one’s interest through the
interest of the society. The strength of this book is that it has not only analyzed the basic
problems of contemporary economics, it also offers solutions that dip down to the same depth
as the problems and provide a compelling case that this modern world can execute. The
weakness of the book lies essentially in the methodologies that are not totally dependent on
scientific sources and insufficiently draw evidence from the theol ogical resources.

The first part of the book discusses the problems of contemporary societies and discerns the
quality of the previous from of gift society. The crux of the discussion relies on explaining the
nature of modern money that represents an inherent dualism or contradiction; it creates the
‘illusion of scarcity’ and divorces value from it, engulfs the commons and inserts greed and
usury to create wealth as an individual self , not asocia self.

To explain the inner contradiction of money, he explains that money as a medium of
exchange should promote the transfer from one hand to another. However this is contradicted
by the money as a store of value as this property inherently encourages hoarding-- at least, the
definition of money has lost its supposed nature consistent with the nature of goods.

The store of value of money as a physica currency deliberately ignored the origin of such
value that money created; money from the cutting of forests may not be same as the money
earned by a sick person labor who wants to spend for the treatment of his mother diseases by
the investing his labor This homogeneity of money derived from the heterogeneous
representation of values misses the societal needs and dimensions --worth appreciation of his
thinking. The creation of a homogenous identity of money also opens an avenue for usury.

The author here rightfully criticizes the role of financial institutions in both creating an
artificial expansion of money through interest charges, and the other hand creating conditions
to grow beyond the capacity of the natural ecosystem. Financia institutions such as banks
offer loans to those who can create goods and services from what was not included in the
market. Thus the realm of money gets expanded by converting forestry, fisheries, oil from the
ground, soil, and water —placing a price on something that was free before. While the idea of
encroaching on the natural world to enlarge economic capital is not new (as greatly
expounded by Herman Daly and others), Eisenstein’s explanation of the negatives associated
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with the usury system adds to the causes of depletion of natural capital. By stating “import
growth” he makes a big point that we are maintaining growth by decaying the surplus of
natural and social capitals in the developing countries by creating sweatshops and pollution
havens there. Stimulus plans, impotent in Japan and USA, effectively masked their failures by
this new tradition of ‘import growth’.

The second half of the book presents the solution for the decaying system by offering the
negative interest economy, explaining how the economy will come back to depend on the
value of wealth and solve out the inner contradiction of the definition of money. He explains
that the decline of value of money with time is representative of the nature of goods in terms
of value degradation of these goods, and that the value degradation will prompt people to give
away money to the societal whole, resulting in the increase of the circulation of money. As a
result, the physical liquidity will continue to reduce and the appreciation of goods and
services will continue to rise. How long would that liquidity reduction or physical
disappearance of money continue? Here, it is not entirely clear how fiscal policy will adjust to
the demurrage value of money. | would expect a little more from economic theories in order
to strengthen the compatibility of this system to the existing infrastructure. He also suggests
that this system would be a cure for huge debt burdens as the debt will continue to be shrunk
by the negative interest. He has not mentioned what are those mechanisms through which the
cure will be effective? Regarding non-accumulation of wealth, he mentioned that power
politics that always favors the rich and capture the natural resourcesin their favor suggest that
amoral filter that divorces the relationship of politics and dollarocracy would be required to
introduce the proper cure to redistribute the wealth to the majority. He envisioned that a
‘decentralized, self —organizing, emergent, peer-to-peer, ecologically integrated expression of
political will” can be effective. However, the continuous abuse of wealth through the creation
of ‘sweatshops’ and ‘pollution havens’ leads one to wonder how the transitioning to a gift
society is possible when the society is aready mired into a sea of inequality, chronic poverty,
moribund disease, huge population and immature democratic system.

This book is worth reading for the greater explanation of the bads of interests and low
circulation of money that is prohibited in Islam.

S. M. Mizanur Rahman

PhD Research

Department of Social Science
Michigan Technological University
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